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From Mayor Boyce L. Whatley
I hope this newsletter finds you and your family
enjoying the holiday season. The Whatley household gets a little crazy during this time of year and
I am looking forward to spending some time with
family and friends before a busy new year. At City
Hall, everyone has been busy working hard ensuring that our citizens’ needs are met during these
trying financial times. We
certainly understand that
many of you have been impacted by the slowdown in
the economy and continue
to make decisions that we
believe are sound and not
detrimental to our citizens
and their family budgets.
Once again, City Council approved a conservative and balanced budget
without increases in the
municipal tax rate or cuts
in services to our residents
and business community.
In fact, due to prudent budgeting over the last decade,
Midlothian is in very good
financial shape. The city tax rate is less now than in
2007, allowing citizens to keep more of their money
to meet household needs. The City Council and staff
continue to plan ahead for when this down cycle in
our economy ends, and once again the community
will be tackling the issues that come along with tremendous growth and opportunity.
The City, along with the Corporation for Economic Development of Midlothian (CEDM) has
been working with a prominent retail consultant
to identify opportunities to further expand our tax
base. The city manager recently traveled to San Antonio along with a CEDM representative to meet
with a number of retail businesses that have expansion plans in the near future. Increasing our retail
and services sector benefits everyone by expanding
sales tax revenue, increasing our tax base and giving residents more choices for products and services

that otherwise are acquired from outside our city. It
is also important for us to remember to shop local
and support our local business entrepreneurs who
have invested their life savings in their businesses.
We should always ask ourselves if we can buy it here
before looking outside our city.
As always, I end this letter humbled by your
support. Your mayor and city
council appreciate both our
wonderful staff and the many
civic volunteers that serve on
our boards and commissions for
the work they do. We could not
accomplish our mission to move
Midlothian forward without their
help. The city council is comprised of a very diverse group of
individuals and coming to a consensus is not always an easy task,
but we work hard to do what is
right for our constituents.
In closing, I have struggled
for a number of weeks over the
decision to resign my position as
mayor in order to seek the Republican nomination for Ellis County
Commissioner, Precinct 3, in the March, 2012 primary election. It is important to me to communicate
the reasoning behind my resignation and to express
what a pleasure and honor it has been to serve YOU
as an elected official for the last 13 years. When I
look back and think of what has been accomplished
and how our community has responded to the many
challenges faced during my tenure, I feel truly
blessed. I have a tremendous love for Midlothian; it
is my home and where my wife and I chose to raise
our family for many of the same reasons you have.
May God continue to bless this community and its
residents. From your former Mayor, neighbor and
friend, I wish you the happiest of holidays, Merry
Christmas and as always … I’ll see you around
town.
Boyce L. Whatley - Mayor
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The MidTowne Development is once again the recipient of an award recognizing
the
Fall/Winter
excellence it represents in urban planning and design. In 2007 MidTowne received the
Design Excellence award from the Texas Chapter of the American Planning Association,
and it has been recognized by the Congress for New Urbanism. This past spring, the
North Central Texas Council of Governments awarded the Celebrating Leadership in
Development Excellence Award (CLIDE) to MidTowne as an example of a “quality
growth” initiative.
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go to the police department page and choose accident reports on-line. You can retrieve
reports for accidents that occurred since January 1, 2008. Want to stay informed about
events or meetings, sign up for “Notify Me”. E-mail notifications are available for
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know what’s happening! If social media is more your thing, like us on Facebook or
follow us on Twitter. We have Facebook pages for the City, Parks and Recreation,
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Your Source For Information
Have you visited the city website recently? If
not, you may not be aware of the many helpful features available. You can submit a service request for
high grass, potholes, downed signs, road hazards and
much more. Online payments can be made for utility
bills and court citations. Need a copy of an accident
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Parks and Recreation, Animal Control and the Police
Department. Go ahead, turn that computer on, visit
www.midlothian.tx.us and get informed!
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Seven Points of Pride for Your Midlothian City Hall
By Don Hastings, City Manager

Five (Good) Things You May Not
Know About Midlothian

Jim Berman and his hard
This long, drawn-out recession has us all busy trying to
working staff do a lot with
keep our businesses and families moving forward, in spite of
relatively little!
tightened budgets. That applies to your City government here in
Don
Hastings,
City
PUBLIC SAFETY
Midlothian, as well. We’ve been busy
doing
more with less,
so Manager
INITIATIVES. As you
busy in fact that we sometimes neglect to stop and take stock of
likely know, we here in
our accomplishments. That said, and with the reflective time of
Midlothian
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New Year approaching,
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so of
InI’dalike
growing
town
likeorMidlothian,
it doesn’t
with top-notch, premier
our major points of pride of the past year.
take too long to get behind on Police,
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Fire and
THE FY2011-2012 BUDGET. For the 5th year in a row, the
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say.
Even
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thiscontinues
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Yet,
expand. Here are just five things about our city
notbyrealize:
advance innovative programs such as the Northern Ellis
thanks to our wonderful, dedicated employees, we have managed
Emergency Dispatch Center, the Southern Regional Response
to produce efficient, lean budgets based on strong teamwork and
Group, In
the Texas
Police Academy,
the Citizens
Emergency
creative cost-savings. 1.
AndMidlothian
while the City has
not
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able
to
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About).
Not Response
everyone
Team, the new Emergency Operations Center (EOC), and many
compensate our employees in the standard fashion, based on their
realizes
pretty
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onefireof the
more. you
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to avoidmuch
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Fire Dept.
achieve an For
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benefits--and
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programs
in the
oftoTexas.
ISO insurance rating upgrade from 4 to 3. Chief Schrodt and his
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1% of Texas’ 450 water systems.
PROJECTS. The recession has slowed construction—this
rates low.
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have worked
hard thisof
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of Marywhen
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(the Center’s first director and to whom much credit is owed for
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2011
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or 4B),
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Worth.
This
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is sponsored
67 frontage roads over the Union Pacific Railroad Tracks, so as to
added many amenities to the Conference Center to make it even
annually
byevent:
the Texas
of the
better
facilitate retail growth in this corridor. We are continuing
more appealing to hold
a big (or small)
UpgradedChapter
Wi-Fi
work
on our new state-of-the-art Water Treatment Plant #2,
wireless communications;
new
conference
room
video
monitors;
American Water Works Association.
which will draw water from a secondary, independent source
new plates, table ware, chairs, and table covers; new kitchen
(the Richland Chambers Reservoir south of Corsicana) and will
warming shelves, a dishwasher and a pass-through window for
nd
catering; and, an upgraded
approach
to
marketing
and
operations.
First, Midlothian won 2 Placehelpinmeet
thethe water needs of a growing Midlothian population for
decades to come.
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‘GOLD
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Center
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FOR TRANSPARENCY.
revenues this past yearfluke,
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versus prior
year of our
$129 City’s
however.
Here’s
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track record: In our democracy, good
government is accessible government. And in this age of the
thousand). Great work, guys! To learn more, please visit the
Texas Best Internet,
Tasting
Water
Contest:
nothing
is more
24-7 accessible and transparent as
Conference Center website at http://www.midlothiancenter.com/
nd
having
governmental
information
located on the Internet. The
or via the City website LINKS section.
2011
2
Place
State of Texas Comptroller’s
Office
recognizes local governments
HIRED & RETAINED OUTSTANDING STAFF: For
2010that strive toward
2nd transparency,
Place and Midlothian recently won that
the past year, we are proud to have continued the recruitment
GOLDndAward
for its efforts. To qualify, we placed our
of excellent staff by hiring Cyndi Golden/ Conference Center,
Place
2009agency’s
2 Comprehensive
Annual Budget,
Annual Financial Report, City
Debbie Lubke/ Code Enforcement, and Janet Goad/ Human
rd
2008check register3and
Place
more on our Internet webpage. Check it out
Resources. Also, in spite of very tight budgets, we have been
at www.midlothian.tx.us or http://www.texastransparency.org/
fortunate to experience extremely low turnover in our staff. As
local/index.php .
you may know from your own business: it’s all about the quality
This is just a brief
listing
of thisexcelled
year’s points was
of pride—there
of your employees. And
for that, wearea
are very
proud. our Water Treatment
Another
where
Plant
staff
the Top
are many more. Again, the City Council Members and staff here
SUCCESSES IN PARKS & RECREATION. In spite of
Contest.
Top our
OPs
is a knowledge-based
contest,
Jeopardy-style,
at City Hall are proud toquiz
serve you,
our residents
of Midlothian.
the funding limitationsOPs
imposed
by this recession,
excellent
If you ever have
a questiontreatment
or would like more
information
about
Parks & Recreation that
Dept. tests
has continued
its high
of
the skills
andlevel
understanding
of water
methods
and
Midlothian, please feel free to email me, your City Manager, at
programming by sponsoring such popular events as the Kid Fish
(don.hastings@midlothian.tx.us) or call at 972-775-7195. We
Derby, the Hawkins Springs Park soccer tournaments, the Sports
wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and Happy New
Park softball tournaments, Kimmel Park improvements (now inYear!!
progress), the 2nd Annual Veterans Tribute Dinner, our Moviesin-the-Park series and the Downtown Concerts. Parks Manager
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Code Enforcement Matters
The Community Services Department (which encompasses the
Code Enforcement, Health Inspections and Permit Issuance for Food
Establishments and Temporary Signs) is located within the Police Station at 1150 N Hwy 67.
The Code Enforcement portion of the department is primarily
responsible for the enforcement of local ordinances and state laws as
they relate to neighborhood integrity issues. These issues include, but
are not limited to, property maintenance, health and sanitation, substandard and dangerous structures, parking in the grass and oversized,
commercial vehicles parked in residential areas. Code Enforcement is
also responsible for illegal signage, inoperable and junked vehicles and
dilapidated fences.
Health Services responds to complaints related to food establishments, inspections of temporary food permit vendors and regular inspections of food establishments.
The following list is some of the most common violations that
Code Enforcement receives:
1. Weeds and Grass – High grass and weeds over 12 inches in
height is a violation of city ordinance. If the grass is not at
least 12 inches in height the grass is not a violation.
2. Junked Vehicles – A junked vehicle is defined by state law
as a vehicle that is visible from public view AND has an
expired inspection sticker OR expired registration AND sits
inoperable for 48 hours; OR is wrecked, dismantled, partially
dismantled or sits inoperable for 45 days or more. If a vehicle
doesn’t meet all of the definition; it isn’t a junked vehicle.
3. Parking of Vehicles in the Yard – Vehicles can not be parked
in the front yard- grassy area of any residential property.
Vehicles are allowed to be parked in the driveway or on the
side yard or back yard if on an all-weather surface, such as
asphalt or concrete that runs the length and width of the
vehicle.
4. Large, Oversized Vehicles Parked in Residential Areas – 		
Large vehicles are defined by ordinance as any vehicle,
towable device or combination thereof (excluding an RV) that

measures more than 25 ft in length or more than eight and
one-half (8’-6”) feet in height or that exceeds a manufacturer’s
Gross Vehicle Weight rating of 10,000 pounds. Large,
oversized vehicles are not allowed in a residentially zoned 		
area, expect when loading or unloading.
5. Dilapidated Fences – A fence that has 10 % of the pickets
missing, broken, rotted or damaged or is more than fifteen
degrees out of the vertical alignment is considered
dilapidated. If you are replacing more than 50% of your fence,
you are required to get a fence permit through the City of
Midlothian Building Department.
6. Pool Fences – If a property owner has an in-ground
swimming pool, that property owner is required to have a 		
pool enclosure around the pool with no gaps or holes in the
fencing to exceed 4 inches; and for safety reasons, the pool
gate must be self-closing and self-latching.
7. Illegal Signs – Garage sale signs or other advertising signs are
not allowed to be posted in the right of way (approximately 12
feet back from the curb-line of a street) in the median or on
utility poles.
8. Limbs & Brush – Large massive amounts of limbs or brush
are not generally picked up by Allied Waste Management as
part of trash service. If you need to have a large number of
limbs or tree trimmings picked up, contact Allied Waste to
arrange a special pick up for an additional charge. Allied 		
Waste can be contacted at 800-860-0123.
9. Premise Identification – Post your Address! In an emergency,
the Police, Fire and Medical Services need to know where to
find you or a loved one!
10. Basketball Goals – Basketball goals, soccer goals or skate
board ramps are not allowed to be in the city right of way or
on the public street.
If you need to report a concern, feel free to contact the City of
Midlothian Code Enforcement office at 972-775-7625.
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By James Berman
Parks & Recreation Manager
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friendlyEnhancements
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park, it is located along Mockingbird Lane with the parking lot entrance on
of Onward Lane. The Indian Trail Chapter of the Texas Master NaturalC
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Effective October 31, theThe
City group
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has also
series departments
of popular night hikes that explore1stw
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personnel
throughout
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city. After driving the city,
Big
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Having the right resources...

Illinois and holds a M.A. degree in Counseling from the
University of Iowa. Janet was attracted to Midlothian because of the city’s growth potential, outstanding city manager leadership and progressive city council.
As a human resources professional, Janet has one
simple rule “It is all about the employee”. Most organizations are on a level playing field when it comes to technology; however it is the employees that take the organization
from a “good” one to a “great” one!
One of her first goals upon arriving was to become
acquainted with the approximately 185 city employees and
their respective department heads. She has done so by visit-

makes this opportunity so
exciting!”
As a human resources director Janet regards herself
as being “employee-centric.” She enjoys developing and
enhancing programs that will promote employee morale.
Recruitment and retention are critical elements in managing the city’s “bottom-line”. It is very important that human
resources be welcoming to employees and provide responsive and fair customer service to all.
We welcome Janet and wish her the all the best as
Midlothian’s new Human Resources Director.
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Capital Projects Update
		
Fall is officially in full swing, the leaves are changing colors, the nights are getting cooler and winter and Christmas are now just around the corner. But it wasn’t that
long ago that we were enduring the blazing sun and brutal heat which is common for
Texas summers. For most Texans though, the drought and hot weather this past year
are two things that we hope will only be memories for years to come. As a result of
this unprecedented dry weather pattern, the City’s water system was put to the test and
though water demands were higher than normal, our surface water supply from Joe
Pool Lake, as well as our existing water treatment plant and distribution system, fared
well during this time. A continual increase in water demand over time, however, will
ultimately put a strain on our water supply, production and distribution capabilities. It
is for that reason that the City is constructing a new water treatment plant. This stateof-the-art plant will use membrane treatment technology for filtering the water and
ultraviolet radiation and hydrogen peroxide to control taste and odor events. The plant
will get water from the two (2) Tarrant Regional Water District raw water pipelines
that cross the City and transport raw water from Cedar Creek and Richland Chambers
reservoirs west to Fort Worth. Phase 1 of the new plant has been completed with the
construction of a high service pump station, three (3) million gallon concrete storage
tank and 36-inch-diameter transmission main. Construction of Phase 2, which is the
actual treatment plant and associated appurtenances, began on Monday, October 31st.
This new plant will provide the City with an additional, separate source of raw water
and will be capable of treating at least 6 million gallons of water per day. It is anticipated that construction will be substantially complete by late next year, with the plant
being fully operational before the summer of 2013.

WTP #2 under construction

FM 1387 Re-Alignment Schematic

In addition to the new plant, the City has partnered with the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) on a number of important roadway projects around the area.
These projects include the following:
s
			
			
			
			
			
			
s
			
			
			
			
			
			
s
			
			
			
			

US Highway 67 Grade Separation at Railport Parkway/Miller Road – This
project is currently under construction and is being initially funded 100% by
the Midlothian Development Authority (MDA – Railport Tax Increment
Reinvestment Zone). When completed, the traffic signals will be removed
and traffic will be able to travel unimpeded along US Highway 67 through
Midlothian. It is anticipated that this project will be completed in the
summer or fall of 2012.
US Highway 67 Frontage Roads/Railroad Bridges (between N. 9th Street
and Overlook Road) – This project is one of two remaining roadway bond
projects approved by the citizens of Midlothian in 2003. Design of this
project is complete and TxDOT recently received the remaining funds
necessary to construct this project. It is anticipated that this project will
commence in the summer or fall of 2012 and will be completed in 18 to
24 months.
FM 663 Bridge Construction at US 287 Bypass – This project is currently
under design and is also being initially funded 100% by the MDA. The de
sign of this additional three (3) lane bridge and intersection improvement
project is approximately 60% complete and is expected to be under
construction in the summer or fall of 2012.

The City and Midlothian Independent School District (MISD) are also working together, along with TxDOT, on the FM 1387 Intersection Improvement project at Walnut Grove Road. This project will eliminate the s-curve configuration along FM 1387
at Walnut Grove Road, as well as add a continuous center turn lane on FM 1387 and
additional turn lanes at its intersection with Walnut Grove Road. This work is anticipated to be completed prior to the opening of the new MISD high school. The City
has submitted a Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
Discretionary Grant application to the U.S. Department of Transportation in the hope
of receiving partial funding for the construction of this project.
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Police Beat
One of the Marine Corps favorite sayings is “Always adhere to the principle of the 7 P’s - Proper Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance.” The Midlothian Police Department
has embraced this philosophy by developing two programs
focused on training and educating our citizens; the Citizen’s
Police Academy (CPA) and Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT).
The CPA is a 10 week program that allows the citizens
to get a snapshot of what their police officers do. The classes
are held twice a year, one in the spring and one in the fall.
The citizens are able to interact with the officers on topics such
as crime scene, traffic, building search and investigation. The
citizens are encouraged to ride along with the officers on patrol
to get a glimpse of the day in the life of a police officer. This
program affords the opportunity for citizens to interact with
officers.
Midlothian’s CERT program was implemented in October
2010. CERT stresses that the time to be prepared is before an
emergency happens. If a catastrophic event occurs citizens must
follow three steps: take care of themselves and their family, take
care of their neighbor
and then assist the first
responders. The citizens
of Midlothian answered
the call for training with
42 in attendance for the
first class making it the
regions largest inaugural
class. The second class
came close with 40 in
attendance. Fortunately,
Midlothian has made an

extraordinary mark in setting
an example for surrounding
areas. In fact, people from
other communities have requested to be part of our
team. CERT members have
assisted in traffic control, parades, the Fishing Derby, the
Summer Balloon Classic and
even assisted first responders
on an actual call out. Training
is free for CERT but maintaining the team consists of fund raisers and grant requests. The Midlothian CERT Team received
approximately $8,000 for equipment and training materials
from a Citizen Corps grant that assists new CERT programs.
Members from both groups have recently formed the
Midlothian Community Bridges (MCB) group in order to annually recognize our first responders and build a bridge between them and the citizens. The MCB By:
plansRyan
to hostSpencer,
fundrais- City Plann
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Take a Step Back
By Ryan Spencer, City Planner

		 It would probably surprise most people to learn that there is
a time machine located in downtown Midlothian. Truth be told
the Larkin Newton log cabin is not a time machine, but to step
inside is to be transported back in time to the mid-19th century
when the area that is now the City of Midlothian was first settled.
The cabin, which is open 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 PM on the 1st and
3rd Saturday of the month from March to December, is completely furnished with items that would have been found in the
cabin when it was inhabited by Larkin Newton and his family.
Everywhere you look you’ll see the tools, utensils and furniture
that would have supported a large farming family. Iron pots, a
spinning wheel, washboards, blanket chest and a host of other
items are on display. If you are looking for a niddy-noddy* you
are in luck, one is located in the cabin.
		 A large number of items found in the cabin were purchased
by Jack and Brooks Anderson who bought the cabin and faithfully restored it in the 1960s. Today, the cabin is the centerpiece
of Heritage Park and is watched over by the City of Midlothian
and members of the Midlothian Area Historical Society. Members recently oversaw the placement of many new furnishings

Members of the Midlothian Area Historical Society
Members
of the Midlothian
Area Historical
pose
with several
of the new cabin
furnishingsSociety
pose with several of the new cabin furnishings

and tools in the
cabin.number
These items
had been
in theinpossession
A large
of items
found
the cabinofwere pu
the Anderson
Ellis Countywho
Museum
for
safe-keeping.
A
few
of
the restored
items
bought the cabin and faithfully
it in
reclaimed from the Ellis County Museum included; a rope bed,
the centerpiece of Heritage Park and is watched over by the
rocking chair, hope chest, four Hitchcock chairs and numerous
members of the Midlothian Area Historical Society. Memb
hand tools.
placement of many new furnishings and tools in the cabin.
If you are downtown sometime and the cabin is open, please take
possession of the Ellis County Museum for safe-keeping. A
a moment to drop in, it’s worth a step back in time.

from the Ellis County Museum included; a rope bed, rockin
Hitchcock chairs
hand yarn
tools.
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used for winding
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By David Schrodt, Fire Chief

FIRESIDE 2011

Last January, Midlothian received an inspection from
Insurance Services Office (ISO). This organization rates all
cities and many Emergency Services Districts in the state
for the quality of their fire protection. They rank each entity
from “1” to “10”, with “1” being the very best protection
and “10” signifying virtually no fire protection. The City
of Midlothian was rated a “4” in 1999, a very respectable
number, but we desired to do better. Since then we have
improved our water system and tripled the size of the Fire
Department. We have just received notification from the
State Fire Marshal’s Office that effective March 1, 2012,
Midlothian will receive a “3”. This will result in a potential
savings of up to 9% on fire insurance premiums for our
commercial and industrial occupancies and up to 3% on fire
insurance premiums for all of our residences.
If you have not already taken advantage of CodeRED
Weather, please click on the link to CodeRED on the City’s
website and register. This is a free service of the City of
Midlothian. This service provides automatic notification
of impending serious weather events such as severe
thunderstorms, tornados, and floods. Warning calls are
directed to the phone number(s) of your choice to give you
about 10-15 minutes of warning before the severe weather
strikes. That’s more than enough time to wake up and seek

shelter in the safest part
of your house. Don’t take
unnecessary chances with
your safety and the safety
of your loved ones. Sign up
for CodeRED Weather by David Schrodt, Fire Chief
visiting our City website at
www.midlothian.tx.us. Just click on the CodeRED link
and follow the instructions. If you do not have access to a
computer, you may call our Fire Marshal, Tom Montgomery,
972-775-7662, who will gladly sign you up. Don’t delay!
The City of Midlothian operates the Northern Ellis
Emergency Dispatch (NEED) Center, answering all 9-1-1
calls and dispatching Police and Fire units for Midlothian,
Ovilla, and Red Oak from a state of the art facility located
at the Midlothian Police Department. With funding from a
Federal grant, we are in the process of upgrading our entire
communications infrastructure and installing new radio
equipment at four strategically located water towers. This
integrated system will provide virtually seamless coverage
over the entire area serviced by the three cities, including
ESD 2 (MISD) and ESD 4 (ROISD). The new system will
be capable of the latest digital mode of communications and
should serve us well into the future.

Statistically Speaking
By Ryan Spencer, City Planner
		 Home construction in Midlothian was subdued again
		 The location of new home construction continues to
in 2011 as the nation’s economy continues to recover from
be geographically dispersed as compared to years past
the 2008 housing meltdown. It is projected by the end of
when the FM 663 corridor saw the preponderance of the
2011 that slightly over 160 new homes will have been built
city’s growth. The Midlothian subdivisions with the highin Midlothian. Our growth compares favorably, given our
est numbers of homes built so far in 2011 are the followStatisticallying;
Speaking
population size, with the rest of the North Texas.
Meadows at Longbranch, Rosebud Estates, Midlothian
By:
Ryan
Spencer,
City
Planner
		 The estimated value and square footage of a new home
Meadows,
Kensington Estates and Spring Creek Estates.
is up again in 2011 as compared to the previous year. As of
These subdivisions account for seventy-two percent of all
the end of September, the estimated
value of a new home
new homes built in Midlothian.
Home construction in Midlothian was subdued again in 2011 as the nation’s
in Midlothian is $195,711
and
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average
square
footage
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		 New
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meltdown.
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Pipes and Pavement
Public Works Street Projects

Public Works Utility Projects

The Midlothian Streets Department was extremely busy this
year. The average day involved activities ranging from basic pothole repair and sign maintenance to drainage work and more extensive street rehabilitation. Major street rehabilitation work was
performed on the following streets:

There is never a dull moment in the Midlothian Utility Department. A number of water and sewer facilities were upgraded
and repaired in 2011. The repairs and upgrades included the following:
•
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Always Remember
		

The 2nd Annual Midlothian Veteran’s Day

Dinner was held at the Midlothian Conference
Center on November 11th. Over 500 veterans
and family members were in attendance. Dinner was provided by the Midlothian Veteran’s
Committee and the guest speaker was State
Senator Brian Birdwell. We would like to
thank all the local businesses and individuals
whose donations made this event possible.
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What a year it
has been!
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