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From Mayor Bill Houston
I hope this issue of Midlothian Matters finds you
and your family well and enjoying the holiday season.
I am proud to be mayor of our wonderful and unique
town. There are so many good things happening, I’m
not sure where to start. Each year the elementary
schools feature lessons on government and I have
recently visited with several second and third grade
classrooms. In addition we normally have one or two
classes visit City Hall for a mock City Council meeting conducted by them, our future leaders. The teachers have prepared the students with questions, (parents may have
assisted with the questions as well), and
we have great fun with our answers.
Normally the children ask about speed
limits, stop lights or signs, and infrastructure needs. I enjoy engaging with
the students, answering their questions
and listening to their feedback about
our city.
Our community is open and very
friendly with a special rural atmosphere
– you, our citizens, make this happen, I visit other cities often and always receive positive feedback about
our community, our great schools, friendly people
and rural lifestyle. This is a great place for us to
live, worship, and enjoy family. What helps to make
Midlothian such a great community is our traditions
and civic pride.
Midlothian history was and still is about working together to make things happen. Two great examples of the foresight of our community leaders
would be the purchase of long-term water rights for
Joe Pool Lake and Richland Chambers Reservoir. By
doing so, we have covered our needs for many years,
even with our forecasted growth. There are a lot of
cities that are not so fortunate. Also praiseworthy is
the vision of our Fire Department for three fire stations and paramedic training for all firefighters. State
Representative Jim Pitts and our city leaders saw
potential and opportunity for Navarro College to expand to become Midlothian Higher Education Center
allowing area students to complete a four-year degree
right here at home.
Our citizens and city leaders have contemplated
the path of Midlothian’s growth since it was a very
small town. Today we are all blessed by this vision
that was ahead of its time. Part of this vision was
an understanding that we would all work together for
what is best for the whole community, such as quality development and quality schools. As our growth

continues we are presented with more decisions about
how to manage it and provide necessary services
(roads, sewer, water, emergency services, etc.) to
maintain and evolve into the city we want to be now
and for the generations to come.
During the period now known as “the Great Recession,” there were several years in which we could not
give pay increases, make park improvements, purchase replacement equipment, hire new police officers, and so on. However, thanks to our
recent growth trends and the hard work
of our city staff, we are now making
headway on many of the city’s needs.
Under the direction of City Manager
Don Hastings and Assistant City Manager Chris Dick, the staff has produced
several years of lean, thoughtful budgets
that made the most of limited resources.
Our City Council has spent many hours
and days pouring over these budgets,
reprioritizing where needed, to ensure
the best balance of services for our residents, property owners and businesses. Throughout
this process, we’ve been able to make good progress
on meeting the growing needs for our police and fire
protection, roadways, and parks, to name a few.
Thank you for allowing me to be your mayor. I
am proud to have the opportunity to serve this extraordinary community. I am often asked, “What do
you like best about being mayor?” There are many
things, but the top of the list has to be visiting and
talking with our school children about things they are
interested in because, again, they are our future leaders.
Our benevolence as a community is evident
through services available such as Manna House, the
Senior Center, Meals on Wheels, Mission Midlothian
and many others. Last year at the Christmas tree
lighting, families gathered around taking pictures,
talking and just enjoying the season. This is the
heart and soul of our community – growing, working, and praying together to continue the traditions of
Midlothian. God bless America, Midlothian and all
of you.
Sincerely,
Mayor Bill Houston
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“It’s In the Bag!”
After receiving communication from citizens concerned
with the amount of litter in our community an ad hoc Litter Control Committee was formed to address those concerns. The committee included citizens; staff from the city, Republic Services,
the Midlothian Chamber of Commerce and TXDOT; and the
Keep Midlothian Beautiful (KMB) Board President all working
together to find solutions to litter issues.
Meetings were held from March thru October of this year
with several encouraging outcomes including a new solid waste
ordinance (No. 2013-34) requiring that all trash placed at the
curb be bagged in hopes of reducing wind-blown litter. Also,
with the cooperation of Republic Services, Inc., a change was
made allowing residents to place their recyclables at the curb inside a see-through bag instead of or along with their recycle bin.
Billy King, Parks and Recreation Manager, contacted the El-

lis County Sheriff’s Department and coordinated the recurring
use of trustees to pick-up litter on Main Street from Midlothian
Parkway to 9th Street. Billy also joined with Dawn Harris of
KMB to add an Adopt-a-Park option to the current Adopt-aStreet program.
The final meeting of the ad hoc Litter Control Committee
was held in October and all members were encouraged to join
the KMB Litter Control standing subcommittee to be chaired
by Charlie Hubbard, one of the citizen volunteers on the Litter
Control Committee. The KMB subcommittee will continue the
fight to reduce the amount of litter in our community. Anyone
interested in joining may contact the Midlothian Chamber of
Commerce at (972) 723-8600 for more information.
Remember, when it comes to controlling litter in Midlothian,
“It’s in the bag!”

Members of the ad hoc Litter Control Committee

“Keep Midlothian Beautiful”

City of Midlothian Solid Waste Collection Ordinance 2013-34
Effective January 1, 2014
The City of Midlothian adopted Ordinance No. 2013-34, on September 10, 2013 to reflect new rules and regulations for the

collection of residential solid waste (i.e., residential trash).

In a joint effort, representatives of Keep Midlothian Beautiful, the City of Midlothian and Republic Services are working
together to inform residents of the recently adopted City Ordinance for the collection of residential trash. A copy of this
Ordinance may be viewed on the City of Midlothian website at www.midlothian.tx.us/solidwasteordinance .
“Garbage and refuse, with the exception of branches, tree trimmings, leaves and brush, shall be placed in a plastic bag.
Recyclables shall be placed in a receptacle that can be obtained by contacting Republic Services and/or placed in clear
plastic bags.”
Waste will no longer be accepted if not bagged, effective January 1, 2014.
The purpose of requiring residents to bag and securely tie all waste and trash in plastic bags before putting it at the curb
or in a receptacle is to prevent wind-blown litter and minimize the attraction of flies, other insects and animals.
Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in helping to reduce litter in our City. Just remember this
simple motto-“It’s in the bag!”
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Fireside By: Fire Chief David Schrodt
Since my last column, the City and the Fire Department
received some very good news.
The Midlothian
Development Authority has agreed to fund the purchase of
a 100 ft. elevating platform for the Fire Department. This
very expensive apparatus will provide the Fire Department
with the capability to rescue people from the upper stories of
buildings and from the elevated structures at our industries
and at RailPort Industrial Park. It will also enable us to work
safely at heights, such as when ventilating roofs of burning
buildings, and to apply elevated fire streams when necessary
on larger fires.
We also believe that we may qualify for a further
reduction in our Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating from
our current “3” to a “2” with the purchase of this aerial. This
reduction would potentially reduce insurance premiums for
everyone residing in the City.
The elevating platform will be constructed on the same
type of chassis as our three new fire engines and will be
painted in the same black over red design (as pictured above).
We plan to house it at Station One downtown so that it will
be close to the business district as well as Midlothian High
School, and our apartment complexes and industries.
Be aware that our Fire Marshal, Kevin Lucia, has
stepped up enforcement of parking violations in fire lanes,
especially around our schools. It is very important that these
lanes be kept open so that we may access the buildings with
either an ambulance or other fire apparatus. He is prepared
to issue citations and/or tow violator vehicles to the Citycontracted auto pound. Please free him from having to take
enforcement action by honoring these posted lanes.
Finally, please remember that the City of Midlothian
offers a free service called CodeRed. This service provides

New Fire Engine at Station
automatic notification of impending serious weather
events such as severe thunderstorms, tornados, and floods.
Warning calls are directed to the phone number(s) of your
choice to give you approximately 10-15 minutes of warning
before the severe weather strikes. That’s more than enough
time to wake up and seek shelter in the safest part of your
house. Don’t take unnecessary chances with your safety and
the safety of your loved ones. Sign up for CodeRed Weather
by visiting our City website at www.midlothian.tx.us. Just
click on the CodeRed link and follow the instructions. If you
do not have access to a computer please call Fire Marshal
Kevin Lucia at 972-775-7662, who will gladly sign you up.
Don’t delay!
If you have any questions about your Fire Department,
call Fire Chief David Schrodt at 972-775-7660.

3

Midlothian Matters

Fall 2013

The New Budget Year Brings Exciting Projects
By: Don Hastings, City Manager
Fall is a great time of the year for many reasons: football and cooler weather being the top two
on many lists. One reason why we like the fall season here at City Hall is that it marks the
completion of what is usually a long and arduous budget process. The FY2013-2014 Budget,
adopted by the City Council on September 10 was a difficult process, but the end resulted
in a good budget that meets many—although not all—of the needs of our community. If a
“theme” could be seen in this year’s budget it would be ‘Public Safety and Roads’ compared
to last year’s ‘Public Safety and Parks’ emphasis. Highlights of this year’s budget include the
following:
Don Hastings,
Highlights of New FY13-14 Budget
City Manager

Three new police ofﬁcers (four police officer positions were added last year).

New School Resource Ofﬁcer (SRO) positions were funded by the MISD. Our SRO force will expand to 4 in
FY2013-2014, with the opening of Midlothian Heritage High School.

An aerial engine (ladder truck) for the Fire Department. This is our town’s first aerial engine. In addition to
significantly improving the Fire Dept.’s ability to fight fires on taller buildings, this new ladder truck will help improve
our City’s insurance rating (ISO) and place downward pressure on future fire insurance rates for our City’s homes and
businesses. The RailPort’s Midlothian Development Authority (MDA) funded the acquisition of this important new
addition to our public safety fleet.

Extensive road rehabilitation. The FY13-14 budget invests significantly more money into our City’s streets and
roads. In fact, this coming year’s investment in street rehabilitation/maintenance will be about three times as much
as last fiscal year’s expenditures (about $1.5 million vs. $475 thousand, including impact fee revenues). For FY13-14,
the focus will be placed on the following projects:

Construction of a turn lane at FM 663 and McAlpin Road.

Rehabilitation of Walnut Grove Road from Hwy. 287 to FM 1387. This project, done in conjunction with Ellis
County, will involve resurfacing, striping and addition of reflectors.

Acquisition of right-of-way needed to construct part of the future extension of 14th Street. This phase would
be from McAlpin to Ashford, and is needed to relieve congestion on FM 663.

Rehab of about 6 streets in the Country East neighborhood (north of Hwy. 287 and east of Clinton Drive).

Rehab of parts of VV Jones road (southwest Midlothian).
 Downtown handrail and brick replacement. Fortunately, our downtown is busy and vibrant these days.
To further invest in this great community asset and enhance pedestrian safety, the City is replacing the
older sidewalk railing and some of the damaged brick work. Perhaps you have already seen the new yel
low wheel stops—they are intended to protect car bumpers and the new railing when it’s installed.
Of course, the budgetary initiatives above were largely made possible by our improving economy. The property tax base,
our City’s single largest source of revenue, grew by over 4.3% this year—much improved from recent recession years when
in some years total property tax revenue was flat or actually declined. Also, sales tax revenue has been growing at an extremely healthy rate for several years now—about 10-12% annually for 3+ years.
The City’s pressing infrastructure and public safety needs; however, outstripped these increases in revenues and required
the City Council to consider and finally adopt, a property tax rate increase. The FY13-14 budget was the first since 2006
that included a tax rate increase, although it was relatively small, increasing the rate from 65.000 cents per $100 of valuation
to 65.824. For a home with a taxable value of $200,000, this would have increased a household’s City property tax bill by
sixteen dollars ($16) per year. The additional revenue generated by this tax rate increase ($173,225) was strictly allocated
by the City Council to the road improvement program (see budget details above).
Recent Park Improvements: If you haven’t noticed recently, the City’s been busy improving its parks this past year, even
as we continue developing plans for the new 150-acre Community Park east of FM 663 and north of Ashford Lane. Here
are a few highlights of park improvements this past year, in case you haven’t visited all of these parks recently:

Kimmel Park: new restroom building; new pavilion; new pedestrian scale lighting. Special thanks go to the
Midlothian Community Development Corporation (“4B”) for substantial project funding.

Sports Park: new parking lot, sidewalk, and lighting; co-funded by MISD. As well as a new shade cover
over the Sports Park playground.
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By Carl Smith

The holiday season is upon us and the Midlothian Police
Department would like to take this opportunity to remind our
citizens and retailers to remain alert and aware of their surroundings.
Unfortunately, crimes of opportunity such as robbery, theft of
items from vehicles and retail establishments are more prevalent
this time of year.
It may seem like common sense to most, but items are left in
plain sight inside vehicles daily. This practice automatically makes
your vehicle and personal belongings a target. If belongings must
be left in the car while out and about, place items out of sight before
reaching your destination or move them inconspicuously. This
includes packages, backpacks, gym bags, GPS units, iPads, MP3
players, and so forth. Someone may be watching when you put
items under a seat or throw something over them. An opportunistic
thief is on the lookout for trunk-packing, and can break into your
car the minute you’re out of sight.
Lock ALL of your vehicle’s doors, even if you plan to be gone
for only a brief time. Every year we have items stolen from unlocked
vehicles where the owner was away for “just for a second.” It only
takes seconds to steal your stuff! It is not uncommon for thieves to
walk down a row of parked vehicles to check and see if the doors
are unlocked. Don’t leave any window open, or even cracked open;
including vent/wing windows and sunroofs.
Locking your car and setting your alarm is just part of the
solution. If you leave valuables (or the hint of valuables) visible, a
thief may still break into your car knowing it’s locked and alarmed.
Without a clear prize in sight, a locked/alarmed car will likely be
bypassed for an easier “target of opportunity”. As a last line of
defense to aid in recovery of stolen items be sure to mark your
valuables. Recording serial numbers is fine; however, many serial
numbers are on removable labels, rather than engraved into valuable
items. Also, a serial number doesn’t directly link you to your stolen
property. We’d suggest inscribing/engraving a personal identifier

on all valuables. Don’t use your
social security number (identity
theft) — use your driver’s license
(DL) number, prefaced by your DL
state; such as, “TX01234567”. With
that marking any police officer can
trace your valuables back to you
and the chances of being reunited
with your stolen valuables will be
more likely.
Retail businesses must be
aware of any kind of suspicious
Carl Smith,
activity in the area. Individuals that
Police
Chief
linger or come into a store multiple
times without purchasing anything
could be looking for weaknesses. For instance; if the workers leave
a back door open, or if the business manager leaves an attendant on
duty who can easily be distracted by two actors working together to
steal. The key here is to stay aware and have a safety plan. Digital
surveillance is extremely beneficial to law enforcement in the effort
to identify those who commit these types of crimes.
In the event you notice something has been stolen or your car
has been broken into, do not touch/adjust anything in, on, or around
the car. As soon as possible, call the police to report the incident.
In the case of a retail robbery always comply with commands and
do not try to intervene, the money and any stolen property can be
replaced. For more information on how to prevent and survive
criminal acts please contact Officer Daron Ehly, at Daron.ehly@
midlothian.tx.us or 973-775-3333. Officer Ehly is assigned to
Criminal Investigations and assists with our Crime Prevention
program at the Midlothian Police Department.

continued from page 4






Mt. Peak Community Park: parking lot expansion and pedestrian pathway to Vista Ridge Drive.
Hawkins Springs Park: parking lot expansion; skate park (in progress).
Jaycee Park: renovations to restrooms and concessions center.
Ridgeview Park: fence and playground cover.

Public Safety/Justice Investments: Of course, crime prevention and law enforcement are critically important objectives in
our family-oriented town. In addition to adding seven new police officers over the past two years, the FY13-14 budget includes; the reclassification of the Police Records Clerk to full-time status, various investments in the 9-1-1 dispatch (NEED)
center, and a new roadway to connect North 8th St. to the Law Enforcement Center among others. On the Justice side, the
Municipal Court’s Juvenile Case Manager was upgraded from part-time to full-time, providing additional resources to be
focused on our youth and greater assistance to the Court. We have also greatly upgraded the audio-visual equipment in the
Municipal Court.
Refreshing the Vision, Updating Our Plans: All successful organizations, whether an airline company or a city government, must periodically review their strategic plan. Based on changes to this ‘vision,’ businesses and governments alike
then need to update their business plans. The City’s last major update of our strategic plan, the Envision Midlothian 2025
Comprehensive Plan, occurred in 2006. So this year our City Council and staff will reach out to the citizens to refresh the
City’s vision plan and certain components of the Comprehensive Plan that need updating. One element that will definitely
need to be updated is the Thoroughfare Plan, to ensure that mobility in our growing community is protected over the years.
Our new Planning Director, Kevin Lasher will help lead this effort, and we hope that you too will get involved. We will
reach out to our citizens via our City website; (www.midlothian.tx.us), Facebook, utility bills, postcards, the Midlothian
Mirror, civic groups, etc. We hope that you will join us, as many residents did in the 2006 update. In the meanwhile, we
wish you and your families an enjoyable and wonderful holiday season!
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Profile of New City Council Member
Jimmie Lou McClure
versity. Greg is now the Vice President of a major construction company that built the Rangers Ballpark, Cowboys Stadium, and the new
Texas A&M Stadium. James is a Chief Operating Officer of a European oil company and works out of London, England.
In October 1986, Jimmie Lou began working for the City of
Midlothian as Accountant. She was later promoted to Finance Director, a position she held until June 2007, when she retired from the City
after heading up its finance, payroll, and utility billing programs. Over
the years, Jimmie Lou worked for four mayors and eight city managers—making her knowledgeable of and comfortable with the workings
of local government, and Midlothian’s in particular.
Jimmie Lou realizes that all elected officials come into office with
their own concerns and priorities. She identifies her major areas of
concern to be roads/mobility, development standards, and downtown
revitalization. Jimmie Lou emphasizes that her top priority is to ensure
that Midlothian’s growth will hold its value over the decades. “It’s wonderful that cities like Midlothian can decide what they want to be, and
how they want to grow. Midlothian has the chance to learn from the
mistakes of other cities, and to continue growing as a great community
that we’ll be proud of forever.”

Elected to City office for the first
time in June 2013, Jimmie Lou McClure
is energized and enthusiastic about the
opportunity to help guide Midlothian into
the future. “I’ve always had a desire to
help lead our community,” said Councilmember McClure. “But recently, with the
encouragement of a number of my friends,
Jimmie Lou McClure I finally decided to pull the trigger and run
for office.” Her campaign was successful,
and Jimmie Lou has been serving as Councilmember Place Three for
several months now.
Jimmie Lou has long roots in Midlothian. She married her high
school sweetheart Jimmy McClure in 1963, and moved to Midlothian
that year. The town of Midlothian was much smaller then—about 1,600
residents, versus nearly 20,000 now. Jimmie Lou and Jimmy started
their family here, raising two sons, James and Greg. In 1994 they built
their dream home in the Creek Bend subdivision, where they now live
with their West Highland Terriers, Bart and Bonnie.
Their sons have made “the Jimmies” proud. Both Greg and James
are MISD alumni, and both went on to graduate from Texas A&M Uni-

The Secret’s Out

By: Alberto Mares, AICP

Typically, as a community grows, there are added pressures to existing infrastructure such as utilities and roads. New infrastructure is
needed to relieve the expected impact of the new growth and development. One such question that commonly gets asked is “Who pays for
the new infrastructure that is needed for the new growth?” Although
this is a complicated question, there are several common answers: 1)
new development typically extends needed utilities/roads and payment
of impact fees, or 2) the city through impact fees generated from these
new developments, or 3) city residents through increased taxes or utility rates. Most cities do not want to burden its existing citizens with
the full cost of new infrastructure, therefore typically new development
pays a significant share for this new and needed infrastructure.
One such visible impact that affects many is traffic. More people
in a community leads to more traffic. Although many of the roads are
maintained by the city, the main arteries (FM 663, FM 1387, and Main
Street) are controlled by TxDOT, meaning the city is not fiscally responsible for maintaining these roads without state support. These future roads are important to the city and its future residents but we have
to start planning for those roads now. Without proper road planning the
community’s future mobility is at stake. The city cannot compromise
its long-term mobility by failing to do good planning and programming
in the present. The decisions we make today will have a major impact
on how vibrant our community is in the years to come. Many other
communities have come to this fork in the road at some point in their
growth. Some made the
right decisions while
others did not. Our
elected officials, board
volunteers, and staff all
strive to draw upon the
lessons learned from
those communities and
ensure we build an enduring community that
will hold its value for
generations to come.

With the economy continuing to pick
back up, there are also
signs that development
in the city is slowly
picking back up as
more people move to
this community and
more businesses are
willing to locate and
have a presence here. With land availability becoming scarce and land
prices soaring elsewhere, many people are discovering DFW’s Southern Star like never before. Midlothian’s strategic location of being
within 30 minutes to either Dallas, Fort Worth or DFW Airport, and
reputation for the best schools in the region, have made it a desired destination point for many. Recent population and building permit statistics prove that the city is experiencing a new wave of development. As
a matter of fact, by the end of this calendar year, the city is projected to
eclipse 20,000 in population and is currently on pace to issue more than
240 residential building permits (compared to 185 issued last year). The
same quality of life and sense of community that attracted our existing
residents to Midlothian are also attracting new ones as well.
According to recent estimates by the North Central Texas Council of Governments, there are approximately seven million people
currently living in the entire DFW metropolitan area. By the year
2040, those figures are expected to jump to between 12-13 million.
Given Midlothian’s location within the dynamic Metroplex, it is likely
Midlothian will continue to absorb its share of that population growth
in the coming years; however, absorbing our fair share does not mean
settling for just any new developments that meet the minimum standards. The Planning Department and the Planning & Zoning Commission, under the policy leadership of the city council, will continue
to make sure any new developments (residential, retail, or industrial)
strive for high quality standards in terms of architecture and design and
will continue to review them to ensure that Midlothian will be a vibrant
community for many years to come and for others to enjoy.
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The Park Bench By Billy King, Parks & Recreation Manager
The goal of the Midlothian Parks and Recreation Department is to enhance the quality of life for a growing community
by providing places and opportunities for people to recreate and be active, in a way that is sensitive to the conservation
of natural resources.
Upcoming Events:
December 7th- Southern Star Christmas Celebration
Feb. 22nd - Winter Walk@ Mockingbird Nature Park
April 12th - Kid Fishing Derby
Other exciting news:
•
Kimmel Park- You will notice some significant additions including the new pavilion with 6 picnic tables and the new restroom facility. We also
have plans for refurbishing the old water fountain near the main entrance of the park. Launching soon is a campaign to raise money for the
renovation of the Bandstand in preparation for the 100th birthday celebration of the park in 2015. (If you are interested in donating please contact
Billy King at 972-775-7176)
•
Community Park- Continuing the progress of the surveys and studies needed prior to the construction phase.
•
Jaycee Park- Renovation of the concession stand and restroom, as well as other upgrades is anticipated to be completed prior to the
spring season.
•
Ridgeview Park- New fencing has been installed at Ridgeview Park and a parking area will also be added.
•
Mt. Peak Park- Addition of 25 new parking spots and a sidewalk extension from Vista Ridge Drive into the park.
•
Hawkins Spring Park- The addition of 56 new parking spots is completed and construction of the skate park is underway and should be
completed by late December or January.
•
Sports Park-The City in conjunction with MISD has constructed a new parking area at the south side of the facility. Included in this year’s
adopted budget is the installation of a new shade structure over the playground and a permanent fence on the yellow field.
•
Mockingbird Nature Park- Plans are underway with the assistance of Holcim to line the existing pond and create a year-round water feature.
The installation of tree markers to identify the different tree species and other numerous projects have been completed with the help of local
Boy Scouts.
•
The Parks department will be purchasing three banners that will advertise our upcoming events: Kids Fish Derby, July 4th event, and the 8th
Street Dance. Keep an eye out for them!

Welcome Aboard Kevin
The City of Midlothian is proud
to welcome Kevin Lasher to our staff
as the new Planning Director. He
hit the ground running on his first
day, October 14th and has not slowed
down since. Kevin came to us from
the City of Burleson where he served
as the Director of Community Development coordinating the current and
Kevin Lasher
long-range planning process, building inspections, and building permits.
Previously, he worked for the City of
Grand Prairie for over eleven years and the City of Fort Worth for
seven years.
While working for the City of Fort Worth, Kevin served as
project manager for development projects that included the Texas
Motor Speedway and the Burlington Northern Santa Fe inter modal
facility. As you can see, he came to us with a great deal of experience and along with his experience, he brought an impressive
education background having earned both a Master of City and Re-

By Mary McDonald

gional Planning and a Bachelor of Science in Architecture from the
University of Texas at Arlington.
Kevin’s experience and education is certain to bring about good
things for our city. When asked about his vision for Midlothian,
Kevin listed several goals for the Planning Department including
maintaining the rural country feel of the city while still encouraging
growth, working with the Midlothian Independent School District
to create recreational resources for our youth, creating a city-wide
bike and trail system, and increasing the medical field presence in
our community. These goals all combine together to create a community that people will seek out to raise their families.
Family has always been important to Kevin who was born in
Fort Worth, grew up in Arlington and currently lives in Grand Prairie with his wife Margie and his 18-year old son Benjamin. He was
also blessed with two step-children, Meghan and Joshua and two
grandchildren Alyssa and Matthew with a third grandchild due the
week of Thanksgiving. When not spending time with his wonderful
family, Kevin enjoys horseback riding and mountain biking.
Again, we are very proud to say, “Welcome aboard Kevin.”
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The estimated value and square footage of a new home is slightly
up in 2013 as compared to the previous year. The average estimated
sale value of a new home is $234,433* and the average square footage
is 2,557 square feet (compared to $234,076* and 2,699 square feet in
2012).

Statistically Speaking
By Marcos Narvaez, Planner & GIS Coordinator

*The estimated value of a new home is calculated using building permit data provided by
the City and the percentage breakdown results from “construction cost” surveys conducted
by the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB).

Midlothian has rebounded nicely from the effects of the recession
and home construction has remained strong during the calendar year
as shown by the latest construction statistics and population estimates.
As of September this year, 188 new homes were permitted which is a
49.2% increase over the same period in 2012. Current projections put
us close to 240 residential permits this year (185 last year). Our growth
compares favorably, given our population size, with the rest of North
Texas. Midlothian has seen subdivisions opening new phases such as:
The Rosebud Phase IV (132 lots), Kensington Park North (84 lots), and
MidTowne Phase VI (24 lots). More phases of existing and new subdivisions will launch in 2014, leading to more growth.

As for population growth, Midlothian has continued to experience unprecedented growth since the year 2000. At the end of the third
quarter (September 30th), Midlothian had an estimated population of
approximately 19,864 and is forecasted to reach 20,024 by January 1,
2014. Midlothian has surpassed Ennis to be the second-largest city in
Ellis County, behind only Waxahachie. While the population continues
to grow, the City will continue to ensure that any new development be
of high quality and meet the City’s overall master plan.

Our School Resource Officers

By: Jessica Kommer

children involved. To protect the students and faculty, he patrols the
interior and exterior of each school facility, monitors the hallways
during passing periods, and views the cameras for possible intruders. Officer Hall also talks to the students and faculty on a daily
basis for suggestions to assist him with his approaches in protection
and safety. Officer Hall says, “The most important responsibility is
keeping the faculty and kids safe.” His goal as an SRO is to shape
the minds of our youth in a positive way that will provide them with
the mindset to achieve their dreams and become an amazing productive part of society.
James Smith is the SRO for
Midlothian High School with
2,327 students (according to the
October 25th MISD student enrollment report). Smith has been
a police officer for 21 years, with
experience in many branches of
law enforcement such as patrol,
criminal investigation, K-9, and
Special Weapons and Tactics
Team (SWAT), just to name a
few. In 2006 he was given the opportunity to be the SRO at the
school his daughter was attending and he gladly jumped at the opportunity. For Smith the most challenging aspect of being an SRO is
convincing the students that he is not in the school “to bust them for
every little thing they do.” Along with our other School Resource
Officers, Smith works in conjunction with the administrative team
to assist with the planning and implementation of security procedures, while utilizing his training and experience in law enforcement. His goal as an SRO is to maintain the security of the students
and faculty on campus, resolve conflicts between students, and offer
law enforcement related counseling.

Sergeant Richard Pena
is the School Resource Officer (SRO) for Walnut Grove
Middle School and also
covers J.A. Vitovsky, T.E.
Baxter, and Longbranch Elementary Schools. He has
worked in law enforcement
for 10 years as a patrol officer and in 2010 became an
SRO. Officer Pena is “exactly where he wants to be” in his career
and enjoys working with the students. Making the transition from
patrol officer to SRO was challenging but having children of his
own helped prepare him for the job. Along with the Safety and
Security Officer for Walnut Grove, he prepares students and staff
for table top exercises, active shooter, campus lockdowns, and other safety drills. Daily he can be seen walking the campus making
sure all doors are secure, is a visible presence in the cafeteria during lunch breaks, and answers calls for the elementary schools as
needed. Beginning in January, Officer Pena will work with school
counselors on a new curriculum that will target many school-related
issues such as stranger danger and anti-bullying. His goal is to be
not only a reassuring presence on campus
but also a friend.
Ray Hall is the SRO for Frank Seale
Middle School, J.R. Irvin, LaRue Miller,
and Mt. Peak elementary schools. One of
Officer Hall’s passions is to inspire and
motivate people, especially our future generations. The most challenging aspect of his
career thus far has been witnessing family
violence and the negative effect it has on the
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Capital Improvements Corner FALL 2013…

By: Mike Adams

US Highway 67 Frontage Roads/Railroad Bridges (between N. 9th
Street and Overlook Drive) – Since the last update on this joint project
with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), the concrete
beams and bridge deck panels have been placed and the two northern
approaches are just about complete. In addition to the bridge construction, the contractor has installed sheet piles in order to help control the
sloughing of the earthen embankment adjacent to these bridges. As a
result, the scheduled completion date has slipped by several months to
mid-to-late winter.
US Highway 67 Grade Separation at Railport Parkway/Miller Road
– This TxDOT project, which is initially being funded by the Midlothian
Development Authority (MDA – Railport Tax Increment Reinvestment
Zone) is nearing completion, with traffic now traveling on the main
lanes and newly constructed bridges on US Highway 67.

US Highway 67 Frontage Roads/Railroad Bridges

FM 1387 Realignment at Walnut Grove Road – Roadway construction signs are up, erosion control measures are in place and equipment is
being mobilized to the job site in preparation of the start of construction
of the realignment of FM 1387 at Walnut Grove Road (elimination of the
s-curve configuration). The City, Midlothian Independent School District (MISD), and TxDOT have partnered on this project and according
to TxDOT’s recent press release, the roadway is expected to be open to
traffic by the time the new high school opens in August of 2014.
FM 663 Bridge Construction at US 287 Bypass – Although the contractor has yet to break ground, progress is still being made on this TxDOT project. The City has relocated its water and sanitary sewer lines
and other franchise utilities have been or will be working in the area to
relocate their facilities that are in conflict with these improvements as
well. Once all of the necessary right-of-way is acquired, this project will
be turned over to TxDOT so that construction of the new three (3) lane
bridge can commence.

US Highway 67 Grade Separation at
Railport Parkway/Miller Road

Justice Center Access Drive – Anyone who’s ever had to travel to the
Police Department and Municipal Court Building knows that the only
available access to and from this facility was along the eastern US Highway 67 access road. However, with the upcoming completion of the US
67 Frontage Roads/Railroad Bridges project, the existing two-way access roads will be converted to one-way, which greatly limits access to
this City building. Therefore, as a result of this upcoming traffic change,
the City completed construction of a new two-way access drive on the
west side of the N. 8th and 9th Street intersection in late October.

Justice Center Access Drive

Opening of Water Treatment Plant No. 2 – Auger - Well, we have
endured another hot and dry Texas summer. However, a portion of this
summer was different beginning in early August when the City’s new
water treatment plant finished its trial period and started sending treated
water to our customers. This plant has been in the planning and design
stages since 2005, with various components of this plant being under
construction beginning in 2009. The final and most critical component,
the actual treatment facility was completed this past August. In addition
to our existing conventional water treatment plant, this new state-of-theart plant utilizes membrane technology, ultra-violet light, and on-site
chlorine generation. It is capable of initially treating up to 6 million
gallons of raw water per day (MGD). We would like to thank everyone
who has helped or played a part in the planning and implementation of
our new plant. As well as those who played a part in our existing water
treatment plant, which has served us well since the mid–1980’s. City
representatives and guests gathered on Monday, October 7, 2013 to tour
and celebrate the opening of the new plant.

Water Treatment Plant No. 2 – Auger
September 2013
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2013 Midlothian Citizen’s Academy
Another class has graduated from the Midlothian Citizen’s Academy. After participating in eight fun and interactive sessions, class
members received a plaque for completing “Governmentology 101” at a graduation reception held in their honor and were recognized at the
October 22nd City Council meeting. If you are interested in signing up for the Fall 2014 session, please contact the City Secretary’s office
at (972) 775-3481 or by e-mail at CitySecretary@midlothian.tx.us.
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Pipes and Pavement
By: Adam Mergener, Director of Public Works

The Street Department crews have
been busy with several projects including
the following:
• Restriping of roadways and intersections
• Completion of a lift and stabilization (raising and/or
underseal of concrete with polyurethane foam) on a portion of
Walter Stephenson Road and RailPort Parkway
• Installation of a headwall and roadway improvements
on V.V. Jones Road
• Trimming and removal of dead or dying trees in the
city’s right-of-ways
• Repair of curbs and sidewalks throughout the city.
Future projects to be completed in spring 2014 include improvements to Walnut Grove Road from US HWY 287 to FM
1387 through a partnership with Ellis County Commissioner
Precinct 4 and numerous road improvements in the Country East
Subdivision.
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The Utility Department crews have completed rehabilitation
of the following water and sewer main projects:
• 880 linear feet of 6-inch sanitary sewer main in the alleyway on W. Avenue H to the railroad tracks between S. 5th
Street and S. 6th Street
• 380 linear feet of 6” sanitary sewer main in the alleyway
on Avenue E and Avenue F between N. 11th Street and N. 12th
Street
• 360 linear feet of 6-inch sanitary sewer main in the alleyway on S. 5th Street and S. 6th Street between Main Street
and Avenue H
• 940 linear feet of 6-inch water main on Main Street to
Avenue I between S. 4th Street and S. 5th Street.
Please direct any questions or concerns regarding streets or
water/wastewater systems to the Public Works Department at
972-775-1083.
As a safety note: Please be cautious and aware of construction zones and personnel.
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Downtown Farmers Market

Mayor Bill Houston riding in the 1918 Ford
Model-T Howe Pumper with Fire Marshal
Kevin Lucia at July 4th Parade

Homecoming Parade

Did you catch the live scarecrow entry?

11

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MIDLOTHIAN, TX
PERMIT NO. 40

City of Midlothian
104 W. Avenue E
Midlothian, TX 76065
Phone: 972-775-3481
Fax: 972-775-7122
www.midlothian.tx.us

****************** ECRWSS ****
Postal Customer
Midlothian, TX 76065

