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Our community is changing
significantly with the increased population and the influx of new housing
developments. The City Council dedicates itself to ensuring that our town is
changing for the better. This is why our
real estate from residential to
commercial and industrial is
renowned for its quality. Our
dedication to excellence
motivates new citizens to call
Midlothian home. Along with
our high standards, we also
offer a prime location that is
close to Dallas, Fort Worth,
and Arlington with a unique
hometown feel and quality
schools.
These assets are the
framework of our
up-and-coming community. Staff and
City Council are committed to our
growing town and new development is
being managed skillfully with parameters
that shape a well-established community.
With this new growth we can offer our
citizens new parks and streets as well as
fire and police services. We all work
together to make these dreams become a
reality. The City’s process for planning is
important as is the voice of our citizens.
Ultimately, that is what makes a community great.

I have heard many say “I wasn’t born in Midlothian, but I got here as soon as I could!” Personally, my wife and I have lived here for 12 years and
it has been our experience that Midlothian and its
citizens have a way of life that, even in this
modern society, encourages kindness, respect for
others, and family values. We
have enjoyed the community
and all that it has to offer.
After serving on the
Midlothian Community
Development Corporation
Board, City Council, and as
your Mayor for 4 years, I
have great pride in this City
and its history. Our City
Council, staff, and citizens
have put their best efforts
towards making Midlothian
the best place to live in Texas
and I am eager to see how our ideas materialize
in the future.
My family and I wish God’s blessing for
you and your family this Holiday Season as we
plan and work together continuing as a community of caring for all!

Sincerely,

Bill Houston, Mayor

PIPES & PAVEMENT
By Adam Mergener, Director of Public Works

The Street Department has completed the following projects:
•
•
•
•
•

Installation of a turn lane on FM 663 at McAlpin Road.
Pavement Resurfacing in the County East and Hidden Creek Subdivisions (McAda
Drive, Rio Grande Drive, Primrose Drive, Stevie Mike Lane, Lon Hayes Drive, Frances Lane, Daisy Road,
Mr. Bob Drive, and Kirk Road.)
Installation of sidewalks and ADA ramp on 8th Street at W. Avenue E.
Asphalt Overlay of the downtown parking lot, on 7th Street, between Avenue E and Avenue F.
Street rehabilitation on Walnut Grove Road, just south of Oak Hollow Drive, to just north of US HWY 287.
Numerous curb and sidewalk repairs, pothole repairs, sign maintenance, and ditch/culvert cleaning
throughout the city.

Utility departments has completed the following projects:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rehabilitation of 700-linear feet of 6-inch and 210-linear feet of 4-inch sanitary sewer main in the alley
between 2nd Street and 3rd Street, between Main Street and Avenue E;
380-linear feet of 6-inch sanitary sewer main in the alley on Avenue E and Avenue F, between N. 11th Street
and N. 12th Street;
660-linear feet of 6-inch sanitary sewer main at the end of N. 7th Street, under the 8th Street bridge;
600-linear feet of 6-inch sanitary sewer main in the alley on S. 2nd between S. 2nd Street and S. 3rd Street;
680-linear feet of 8-inch sanitary sewer main at the end of the line on N. 6th Street behind the Public Works
Service Center;
700-linear feet of sanitary sewer main on N. 5th Street and N. 6th Street between, W. Avenue E to the north;
600-linear feet of sanitary sewer main on N. 5th Street and Main Street, Main Street to W. Avenue E
between N. 4th Street and N. 5th Street.
380-linear feet of 8-inch and 430-linear feet of 6-inch water main on N. 7th Street, at the end of the line
under the 8th Street bridge.
Upsized and rehabilitated 880-linear feet of 6-inch water main in the alley of S. 2nd Street between 2nd
Street and 3rd Street; and 380-linear feet of 6-inch water main on N. 4th Street and N. 5th Street, Main
Street to W. Avenue E.
Rehabilitated approximately 3764 SQ FT, 23 manholes with SpectraShield multi-layered liner system in the
Northridge Subdivision to reduce storm water infiltration.

Please direct any questions or concerns regarding streets or water/wastewater systems to the Public Works Department at 972-775-1083.
As a safety note: Please be cautious and aware of construction zones and personnel.
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FIRESIDE FIRE
by Fire Chief David Schrodt

In the words of the old song sung so eloquently by “Dandy Don” Meredith, “Turn out the lights, the party’s over.” After almost 28 years as Fire
Chief, I have decided to retire at the end of 2014. The best news is that I
have an extremely capable Assistant Chief, Dale McCaskill, who is poised
to take the baton from me and run an even better race.
Dale joined the Midlothian Fire Department in January 2007 as Deputy
Chief of Training. In October 2013, he was promoted to Assistant Chief
of Operations. Dale has been a tremendous asset to our organization as
we have experienced rapid and pronounced growth during his tenure.
Dale and our highly trained and capable cadre of subordinate
officers are providing leadership for the future of the Midlothian Fire Department that insures our place as one of the
premiere Fire Departments in the State.
Another excellent news item is the receipt of a letter from the
Insurance Services Office (ISO) that informed us of a reduction in our PPC Rating from “3” to “2”, due primarily to the
acquisition of our new 100ft. Aerial Platform Truck. This very
expensive and massive piece of fire apparatus greatly enhances
our ability to rescue people from heights and apply large quantities of water from an elevated position.

Dale McCaskill

Our citizens will directly benefit from the
PPC of “2” because it provides a reduction
of up to 9.3% in fire insurance to every
homeowner in Midlothian. After the rating
is published by ISO, individuals should
check with their insurance companies to
verify their potential savings. The rating
should be published within the next two
months.
If you have any questions about your Fire
Department, call Fire Chief David Schrodt
at 972-775-7660.
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CITIZENS ACADEMY

This year 14 daring individuals attended our annual Citizen’s Academy where they
embarked on an enlightening adventure through the interworking of our local government. For those who have not experienced Citizen’s Academy, it is an opportunity for the
public to participate in a hands-on eight week program where city employees, city council, and board members give a presentation on the work that they do for the City of
Midlothian and allow the class to operate some of the equipment that they use every day.
Many of this year’s participants were surprised to see how well our departments worked
together to solve complicated issues and to accomplish long and short term goals. We
hope to keep up that level of dedication and team work in the years to come. For information about next year’s Citizen’s Academy please contact Mary McDonald (972)
775-7195.

Must Love Dogs
On December 23, 2013 Becky Jones joined our City of Midlothian family as our newest Animal
Control/Code Enforcement Officer (ACO). In search of a change and a job closer to her home
in Cedar Hill, Becky left her position with the City of Arlington where she worked first as a 911
Dispatcher and then as a Customer Service Technician in the Water Department. Prior to her
position with Arlington, Becky worked in admissions for a hospital emergency room and as a
Switchman/Conductor for Union Pacific Railroad. As you can see, Animal Control and Code
Enforcement is a definite change from her previous work history.
Becky was born in Amarillo and currently resides in Cedar Hill where she lives with Tim, her husband of thirty years,
and her pet albino frogs. She has two adult children, a son Ian who lives in Haltom City and daughter Bailey who lives in Seattle.
When not working, Becky enjoys spending time with her Lakeview Community Church family, outdoor activities including hiking,
and family game night.
With Becky’s assistance, we now have a monthly Pet Adoption Event hosted by Walmart every third Saturday from
9am-11am and adoptions at community festivals (i.e. Spring Fling). Anyone interested in volunteering with the adoption events
can email Becky at Rebecca.jones@midlothian.tx.us for more information. Becky also visits classrooms and Girl Scout troop
meetings offering a presentation on Animal Control hoping to show the kids that ACO’s are there to help and save animals.
According to Becky, seeing the shelter pets find a loving home is the ultimate goal but, nothing is better than the reunion of an
owner and their lost pet. Becky has shed many tears of joy along with the happy owners. There is also a lot of sadness in this job
but, the happy stories outweigh the bad. We consider ourselves very lucky to have Becky as part of our family.
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STAYING INFORMED
The Midlothian Police Department makes every effort to stay on the
forefront with technology as it advances. Our department subscribes to
services that can be accessed by the public through your computer or
smart phone so you, as a citizen, can stay informed. How often have you
noticed police cars at the end of your street and are curious as to what is
going on? By downloading just a few applications to your smartphone,
you can quickly gain this information. We currently use three
applications to get information out to our citizens, these are: Facebook,
Nextdoor, and Twitter.
Most are familiar with Facebook and Twitter, but our latest project is Nextdoor, a private neighborhood based site restricted to members of the specific neighborhood. We also provide information using the website: www.crimereports.com, cimereports.com allows you to keep up to date
with what is happening on a specific street, neighborhood or anywhere in your city. Accessing
crimereports.com is free of charge like all of our other online services. We encourage you to
utilize these helpful tools. Stay informed with what is going on in your community and be a part
of the effort to keep your neighborhood safe.

Statistically Speaking

By Marcos Narvaez

Midlothian has rebounded from the effects of the great recession and home construction has remained strong during the
calendar year as shown by the latest construction statistics and population estimates. As of September this year, 231 new
homes were permitted which is a 23% increase over the same period in 2013. Current projections put us close to 308 residential permits this year (238 last year). Our growth compares favorably, given our population size with the rest of North Texas.
Midlothian has seen new subdivisions built such as Autumn Run Phase I (49 lots), Windermere Estates (154 lots), Texanna
Ranch Phase III (38 lots) and Coventry Crossing Phase I (125 lots). More phases of existing and new subdivisions will launch
in 2015, leading to more growth.
The estimated value and square footage of a new home remained steady in 2014 as compared to the previous year. The
average estimated sale value of a new home was $224,624* and the average square footage was 2,665 square feet (compared to
$225,976* and 2,594 square feet in 2013).
*The estimated value of a new home is calculated using building permit data provided by the City and the percentage breakdown results
from “construction cost” surveys conducted by the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB).
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Statistically Speaking

Continued...

As far as population growth, Midlothian has continued to
experience unprecedented growth since the year 2000. As of
the end of the third quarter (September 30th), Midlothian has
an estimated population of approximately 21,347 and is
forecasted to reach 21,796* by January 1, 2015. Midlothian
surpassed Ennis to be the second-largest city in Ellis County,
behind only Waxahachie. While the population continues to
grow, the City will continue to ensure that any new development be of high quality and meet the City’s overall master
plan.
*Population forecast includes anticipated building permits
through the end of the current year and the upcoming land
annexations scheduled November 2014.

Midlothian Community Park

By: Kevin Lasher, AICP, Planning Director

Before the holidays are over, dirt and equipment will be flying on
the site of your new Community Park. Situated at the northwest
quadrant of future South 14th Street and Ashford Road (east of
FM 663), this site will become Midlothian’s future premier recreational venue which is now in the Phase 1 design stage. Phase 1 of
the park project will include soccer fields, a football stadium and
practice field for the MYFL (Midlothian Youth Football League), a
walking track, a trail system, and a concession area with restrooms
and playgrounds.
Thirteen new soccer fields for various age groups will be included
to accommodate the increased demand for tournament and
practice activities within the City. In addition to the sports fields,
we will provide restored open space areas with the ability to link to
local and regional trail networks. These areas will be replenished
with native plants to create a seamless transition to the surrounding landscape. The first phase of the park is projected to be
complete by Fall of 2015.
Once Phase I is built and operational, the city’s efforts will be
focused on the design for the Phase II park improvements. These
improvements include baseball fields, tennis and basketball courts,
a splash pad, picnic pavilions, a concession area with restrooms, a
fishing pond, trail system expansion and an amphitheater.
The vision of this park project is to enhance the beauty of Midlothian, address the need for youth and adult sport leagues and
organizations, provide an unsurpassed special event location, offer
a broad range of recreational amenities and support a higher
quality of life. All aspects of this project must be reviewed by the
Parks Board and acted upon by City Council. To obtain additional
information on the Community Park visit our website: http://www.midlothian.tx.us/communitypark
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THE PARK BENCH
By: Billy King, Parks & Recreation Manager

Midlothian’s Parks and Recreations goal is to enhance the quality of life for a growing community by providing
places and opportunities for people to recreate and be active, in a way that is sensitive to the conservation of
natural resources.

Park Updates:
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Kimmel Park- We have received funding from the Midlothian Community Development Corporation as
well as the Midlothian Area Historical Society, Holcim and Gerdau to renovate the Band stand to get it ready
for the 100th birthday celebration of the Park in 2015. We also are planning to refurbish the old water foun
tain near the main entrance. (If interested in donating please contact Billy King at 972-775-7176 or
billy.king@midlothian.tx.us.
Community Park- Council recently approved the Construction Manager at Risk contract for
Phase 1 of the Community Park project and we should be starting to break ground hopefully
before the end of the year to anticipate having the park ready for use in the Fall of 2015.
Jaycee Park- The renovation of the concession area has been completed, we also installed shade
covers have been installed over the bleachers with assistance from the Midlothian Community Development
Corporation. Three new scoreboards have been installed along with pitching warm up mounds on each field.
Hawkins Spring Park- Staff has installed new post and cable fencing around the parking lots to
help keep vehicles from parking on the grass and driving onto the fields.
Sports Park- A new shade structure was installed over the playground and a permanent outfield
fence on the yellow field.
Mockingbird Nature Park- The pond was lined by Holcim, now all we need is rain to fill it. We have
planted numerous wildflower seeds at the park this Fall to ensure a very colorful atmosphere this Spring. Two
new Kiosks have been installed at the park as well as a new bird blind located near the pond, which were all
completed by local boy scouts in an effort to earn their Eagle Scout badges.
Park Survey- An updated Park survey has just been completed which will help city staff plan for the
future park requests, and it enabled us to receive opinions on our existing services and parks, from the citizens.
The Parks department has purchased three over-the-road banners that will advertise our upcoming events:
Veterans Tribute dinner, July 4th event, and the 8th Street Dance. Keep an eye out for them.

Please visit the Midlothian website, www.midlothian.tx.us, or Facebook page
for more information pertaining to P&R events and projects.
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BEGINNING A NEW BUDGET YEAR
Chris Dick, Interim City Manager

It’s no surprise that Fall is the favorite season for many of us: cool weather, the
return of football and basketball, and the approaching holiday season filled with
good times and extended family. For those of us in City Hall, Fall also means the
beginning of a new budget season, with all of the initiatives and challenges that a
new fiscal year brings.
The 2014-2015 Fiscal Year budget was officially adopted on September 9 by
unanimous vote of the Midlothian City Council, following many months of
strategic planning, four budget workshops and three public hearings.
The three major themes of this year’s new budget can be easily discerned: roads,
roads and roads. I say that only slightly tongue-in-cheek, because it’s basically true:
improvement of City roadways was the City Council’s number one goal with the
FY14-15 budget. Other perennial top priorities included enhancing public safety
and expanding our City park facilities.

The funding of competing community priorities was helped this year by
healthy growth of the City’s tax base, which increased by 5.79% in 2014
to $2.22 billion. This upturn followed last year’s tax base increase of
4.33% (see table below for detail). Another major revenue source that
has seen robust growth is the City’s retail sales. Sales tax revenues have
grown by 53.2% over the past 5 years, and are projected to increase by
17% over current-budgeted levels during FY14-15. These vigorous
growth rates partly reflect the City’s strong new housing market, which
drives retail consumption and the attraction of new businesses. Midlothian’s recent residential growth rates are summarized in the adjacent
table.

New Single Family Home
Construction, 2010-14
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010

273*
238
185
167
159
*projected

Road Facilities:
As you could imagine, the need for improved road facilities in Midlothian is the result of our area’s strong growth
rate. But new home construction in the City of Midlothian tells only part of the story: City, County and State
roads in the Midlothian area are being pressured by growth in the ETJ/ County areas, as well as Ovilla, Maypearl,
Venus and other outlying areas that use Ellis County roads like Plainview and Shiloh, and FM roads such as 663
and 1387.
The City’s most serious traffic congestion is building along State Highway FM 663 and its intersection with State
Highway 287. To address this growing problem, the new FY14-15 budget includes approximately $5.7 million for
the construction of a new segment of 14th Street that, when fully completed, will significantly reduce congestion
on FM 663 by providing an alternate north-south route. The new segment of 14th Street to be built in FY14-15
will extend from McAlpin Road to the northern boundary of the new Community Park, where it will ultimately
connect to Belmont Road to the west and Highway 287/ the 14th Street bridge to the north.
The FY14-15 budget also provides approximately $2 million in funding for the construction of a middle
segment of Ledgestone Lane—a new road that will ultimately connect the north-south Plainview Road
corridor to Mt. Zion Road. This middle segment of Ledgestone Lane will be constructed between the two
new subdivisions of Plainview Manor (now under construction) and Somercrest (anticipated to break ground
in late 2015).
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Beginning a New Budget Year

continued...

In addition to these vital enhancements to north-south mobility in Midlothian’s growing southern sector, the new FY14-15
budget also provides for $2.6 million in additional funding for road rehabilitation. The specific roads targeted for improvement are: Mockingbird Lane between Onward Road and Walnut Grove Road; Mt. Zion Road between Creekbend Drive
and Shady Grove Road; Ashford Lane between FM 663 and Oak Tree Lane; and McAlpin Road between FM 663 and
Plainview Road. Additionally, the Plainview Road bridge over Waxahachie Creek and the Mockingbird Road bridge over
Prong Creek (east of Walnut Grove Road) will both be rehabilitated.
Park Improvements:
Along with these important road projects, perhaps
the most notable project funded by the FY14-15
budget is Phase I of the new Community Park. In
addition to a +/- $6 million bond issued for the
Community Park in 2013, the FY14-15 budget
provides approximately $7.7 million of funding
enhancements for Phase I amenities. More
information on the Community Park can be found
on the City’s website at http://www.midlothian.tx.us (click on Departments/ Park & Recreation/
Midlothian Community Park). The City anticipates the Park’s groundbreaking by this winter, and
completion of Phase 1 to occur in late 2015/ early
2016. The Community Park will be a legacy
achievement for the Midlothian community and its
recreation-loving families.
Public Safety:
For many years now the City Council has placed the needs of our outstanding public safety departments toward
the top of the City’s priority list—investing in new police officer and fire fighter positions; purchasing new police
cruisers and fire engines; etc. This year’s public safety investments include the following:
Police Dept.
New Assistant Police Chief position (mid-year hiring)
New CID Investigator position
New Records Clerk/ Crime Analyst position
Fire Dept.
New EMS Captain position (mid-year hiring)
Outdoor Warning Siren
North Ellis Emergency Dispatch (NEED) Center
New NEED Office Manager position (part-time)
One new Communications Officer (Dispatcher) position
The cost of these many needed community investments did trigger an increase in the City’s property tax rate from 65.8244
cents per $100 taxable value to 70.8244 cents. The new budget left intact the City’s seventy-thousand dollar ($70,000)
homestead exemption for persons aged sixty-five years or older; and, the City’s exemption for disabled veterans based upon
the degree of their disability. The new budget also preserves the City’s important fund balances, which will remain near or
above 180 days of reserve for FY14-15. Maintaining ample fund balances is particularly important for Midlothian in
order to offset the City’s relative tax base concentration in large industrial employers. And, of course, the City’s strong
bond ratings are critical to securing competitive interest rates when the City issues debt to finance major capital projects.
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Beginning a New Budget Year

continued...

A lot of hard work went into the FY14-15 budget, and for that I’d like to thank our City Directors and their outstanding
staffs, who continue to find ways to save taxpayer funds while delivering quality services. In particular, I’d like to praise our
excellent budget personnel—especially Assistant Finance Director Sue McKenrick and her staff for their valuable contribution to this budget.
Lastly, and most importantly, I would like to thank former City Manager Don Hastings (who recently moved to the Austin
area with his wife Christine) and the Mayor and City Council members for their ongoing leadership that has smoothly
guided this most challenging budget. I believe the efforts of all involved have resulted in a sound financial plan that aligns
financial revenues and expenditures so that the City’s many needs and opportunities can best be addressed.
As always, if you have questions or a matter that my staff or I can assist with, please contact me at 972-775-7195 or via
email at chris.dick@midlothian.tx.us.

Meadows Library
The public library is a learning space where anyone, regardless of age, ethnicity,
education, or economic status, should be able to find something of individual
benefit and interest, at no cost.
The joint venture of AH Meadows Library is a 37 year collaboration between
Midlothian ISD and the city of Midlothian. This effort to pool city and school
district resources results in a library that provides more resources and services to
library visitors than would be available if Meadows were only a high school or
public library.
Students have many more items available to them for checkout than they would in a school library. Public library patrons
enjoy the computer support and building maintenance services of our school district.
Meadows Library is open 62 hours each week, from 8am – 8pm Monday through Thursday, 8am-4pm on Friday, and 10
am – 4pm on Saturday. There are several reading programs such as the Summer Texas Reading Club, Teen Book Club,
Senior Adult book club and virtual Bluebonnet Book club. Free story times are scheduled every Friday at 11am. No reservations needed!
Free community computer classes offer computer word processing and Internet skills on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1pm.
In the evenings, American Sign Language classes are held on Tuesdays from 6:30- 7:30. From 5pm-8pm, GED classes are
scheduled on Tuesday and Thursday, and English as a Second Language classes are on Mondays and Wednesdays from
5pm-8pm.
Currently, there are more than 45,000 items available for checkout, including print books, audiobooks, music and movies.
Several thousand more digital items are available from eBook collections on Overdrive Media, Follett Shelf, and the
TexShare databases.
Any Texas resident can apply for a Meadows library card and enjoy our local collection, as well as the full services of
interlibrary loans. Meadows is an accredited facility by the Texas State Library System. Internet use and wireless service is
free and available to all library visitors.
Summer hours for the library do not change; the building will be open 62 hours each week. Please visit http://misdlibrary.midlothian-isd.net/mhs, or call Susan Casstevens at (972) 775-3417 for more information.
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THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY
by Alberto Mares, AICP

If you have ever called or dropped by City Hall for a meeting, chances are you have interacted with Mary McDonald.
As you will discover, there is definitely something about
Mary. Her story begins in the central Texas town of New
Braunfels, where she was born and raised and graduated
from New Braunfels High School. Mary continued her
education by majoring in Marketing and earning a Bachelor of Business Administration degree from Texas State
University in San Marcos. She put this degree to work
during her sixteen years of employment with Walmart.
Upon learning her sister was being transferred to Midlothian in 2007 due to her job at TXI (now Martin Marietta),
Mary decided to join her and begin a new chapter in the
DFW Metroplex.
Mary became the front receptionist at City Hall in April 2007 after the retirement of long-time receptionist
Edna St. Jacques. Having big shoes to fill, she was not afraid to take on new tasks and responsibilities. Mary
dove right in and changed the dynamics of that position and morphed it into more than just answering calls.
She started assisting many departments with many tasks going above and beyond her job description and
earned the affectionate moniker of “Ms. Everything”. In 2012, she was promoted to Deputy City Secretary/Assistant to the City Manager.
No two days are alike in Mary’s world. She performs a variety of tasks so her job never seems routine or mundane. She loves interacting with the public, especially in her role as “voice of Midlothian”. Mary manages the
City’s website (which she played a huge role in its design and implementation), social media feeds, and message
boards ensuring citizens are informed with the most recent and correct information. Another thing she loves
about her job is the annual Citizens’ Academy. Citizens’ Academy is an 8-week crash course offered to local
citizens who are interested in learning the inner workings of local government. Mary coordinates the schedule,
recruits members, manages the class size, and attends a large portion of the weekly classes.
In her spare time, Mary likes to read, garden, spend time with her three dogs, and assist her niece in making
jewelry. One of her dreams in life is to be able to travel to more exotic places, but first, she would like to visit all
50 states.
Keep up the good work Mary. Everything you do is highly appreciated and for that we thank you.
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SCOTT MORROW
The City of Midlothian has been fortunate to hire Scott
Morrow as our newest addition to the Engineering Department. Scott Morrow was born in Knoxville, Tennessee but has
lived in the Ellis County area since 1965 where he currently
enjoys spending time with his 3 grandchildren and wife Gina
of 33 years. He has built a successful career in engineering
through his education and constructive work experiences.
Scott received his high school diploma from Waxahachie High
in 1980 before graduating from Southern Methodist University and has used his knowledge to spearhead the design of
numerous state highway projects.
It was while supervising the highway design group for TxDOT that he was able to work with some of the
engineering and planning staff here at the City of Midlothian. One of the main reasons for his decision to
work for the City of Midlothian was the character of the staff as well as the forward-thinking attitude the City
has about promoting development and implementing infrastructure improvements in anticipation of growth.
One project that Scott worked on with the City of Midlothian was the frontage roads over the UP Railroad
which he says was a very satisfying project because the design that was created by Schrickel, Rollins & Associates was phenomenal. The connection of the north and south frontage roads allows US 67 to function more
safely and efficiently for the traveling public. This type of roadway design and the process of putting together
the various pieces required to create a set of construction plans encompass his desire to work as an engineer and
helping to improve his own community gives even more satisfaction to the work that he does. When asked
about his employment with the City, Scott said that he is excited about being involved in upcoming capital
improvement projects and learning more about the municipal planning and development process. Within the
first weeks of his employment he has already become an asset to our team and we are happy to have him on
board.
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The past several months have seen a wide range of successes in the economic development of Midlothian,
including new corporate development, new planning, new land acquisition to expand our community’s
opportunities, and the celebration of past accomplishments.
As Target embarks on their tenth year at RailPort, we are reminded of all of the benefits that a well-established business affiliate can offer, including but not limited to serving as a major employer for our citizens. It
is for that reason that we recently closed a sale on the property adjacent to RailPort on the opposite side of
Highway 67 for another industrial business park. The Midlothian Business Park will provide up to 135 available acres of industrial development, which will provide even more employment and positive economic
impact for our city.

Buckley Oil Company, one of North America's oldest petrochemical companies, announced their plans to
relocate the company’s headquarters to Midlothian at the end of 2013. Now, with the facility completed, our
city officially welcomes a new corporate neighbor with a long history of success and community involvement.

We are also proud to have worked with the Midlothian Community Development Corporation board and
city officials to bring a new full-service hotel to the community. Gatehouse Capital announced their plans in
August to construct a new Marriott Courtyard hotel near the Midlothian Conference Center, providing a
greater attraction to organizations who plan to host events in the city.

Last, but certainly not least, in an effort to improve the economic wellbeing of our city, we have spent
months of hard work with Garner Economics to construct a new strategic plan for economic development in
Midlothian. Working with community stakeholders, including private citizens, city officials and business
leaders, Garner Economics has provided us with a new starting point to further develop the positive attributes Midlothian has to offer for both current and future residents and businesses.
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS CORNER
Midlothian’s Stormwater Management Plan
The City’s Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) has been reviewed by the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), and we anticipate final
approval before the end of the year. The SWMP is required by the Federal Clean
Water Act, and the TCEQ administers the program for the Federal Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). Cities with populations over 10,000 must create a plan for
their Municipal Separate Stormwater System (MS4) in order to comply with the
TCEQ’s permitting requirements for discharging stormwater into the waters of the
United States. The City is in the first year of a five-year implementation plan to
insure compliance with all pertinent rules, regulations and statutes. Please visit the
City’s website for more information about this Program.
US Highway 67 Frontage Roads/Railroad Bridges (between N. 9th Street and Overlook Drive) – After
a lengthy construction period, we are happy to report that this Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
project is now substantially complete. Barricades were removed on Friday, September 12, 2014 and the frontage
roads and bridges were opened to traffic.
FM 1387 Realignment at Walnut Grove Road – Work is progressing on the FM 1387 realignment project
at Walnut Grove Road (elimination of the s-curve configuration), which is a collaborative effort between the
Midlothian Independent School District (MISD), City and TxDOT. Paving of the new FM 1387 main lanes in
front of Heritage High School has been completed and work has now shifted over to the intersection improvements at FM 1387 and Walnut Grove Road. Once the intersection is complete, a traffic signal will be installed
and the four (4) way stop condition eliminated. This project is expected to be completed this winter.
FM 663 Bridge Construction at US 287 Bypass – Construction activity is well under way with this
project, with the new bridge drill shafts, columns, abutments and caps almost complete. Additionally, a large
percentage of the storm sewer and drainage work, along with the roadway subgrade and base preparation, has
been completed. It is anticipated that this TxDOT project will be completed in the spring of 2015.
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By: Billy King, Parks & Recreation Manager
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Upcoming Events!
December 6

Southern Star Christmas
Celebration
Heritage Park

December 14

Ellis County Toy Run
Downtown Midlothian

February 28

Mockingbird Park Winter Walk
Mockingbird Nature Park

April 11

Kids Fishing Derby
Ash Grove Lake

December 8

Reindeer Dash
MISD Multi-Purpose Stadium

December 20
Pet Adoption Event
Walmart Garden Center

March 28

Community Easter Egg Hunt
Kimmel Park

April 11

City Wide Clean Up Day
Public Works Service Center

For more details, visit: http://www.midlothian.tx.us/CurrentEvents
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