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In 1980, the year that our City Charter was adopted and Midlothian changed its form of
government from a General Law city to a Home Rule city, the population was approximately
5,000. Twenty years later, in 2000 the population had grown to over seven thousand. While
the DFW metroplex grew in a northerly direction, many people discovered the treasure of
our rural and friendly town with a two lane road and one blinking light and another page in
Midlothian’s history turned.Between the years of 2000 and 2014, Midlothian’s population
grew 185% to approximately 23,000 with another estimated 16,000 in our extra-territorial
jurisdiction (“ETJ”), a one-mile area just outside the city limits.
Like many of you, I liked Midlothian the way it was before growth, but as farmers,
dairymen, cattlemen and other landowners whose families had owned land for 60, 70, 100
years or more, decided to sell their land, developers bought the land for homes, churches,
schools, etc. and a new wave of growth took place.
As mayor, along with City Council and staff, we work very hard to manage and plan the
direction we are growing, not simply north/south/east or west, but growth in all its various
aspects. We work to set development and building standards to deliver the quality
development our community seeks. Input in these vital areas is given by our school district,
historical society, business leaders and citizens. Midlothian has a great history and quality
of life that the City Council wants to see continue and improve for our current and future
families. We are very proud of our community.
The new City Manager, Chris Dick, is leading this City in a positive direction. Chris
transitioned from Assistant City Manager, after serving since 2007 as the City’s Finance
Director. He is doing a great job and City Council feels the
City is well-positioned for future growth.
I am so proud of this great City of Midlothian and honored to
have been elected to serve since 2007. Thank you for your
continuous support.
May God bless and keep our community strong.
Mayor Bill Houston

Preparing for the Future

By Police Chief Carl Smith

Our community is growing and will continue to grow for the foreseeable future. This growth in
population, business and industry necessitates increases in the public safety staff serving the
municipality. As a chief administrator my focus must be on the community and keeping a pulse
on the interaction between the police officers and the citizens of Midlothian. In order to do the
job effectively, qualified, competent and caring individuals must be entrusted to assist with the
day-to-day operations of the Police Department. It is with great pleasure and pride that I introduce Midlothian’s Assistant Police Chief, Kevin Johnson.
Kevin was born in Ft. Worth and graduated from Mansfield High School in 1993. Upon graduation, he attended UT Arlington, and was active in the ROTC Corp of Cadets and initially
studied music theory, but later philosophy, architecture, and even classical studies for a short time.
It is safe to say Kevin was looking for his niche.
He found it in 1997, when he joined the Air Force Reserve. As a junior high and
high school student, Kevin always aspired to attend the West Point Military Acade
my and become an Army Aviator. When his vision became less than 20/20 in his
junior year, that aspiration became much less of a reality. Second to that, Kevin
had always admired the military police he saw at airshows and at the front gates of
military bases. He signed up to join what was then called the Air Force Security
Police and became a member of the 610th Security Police Squadron at NAS JRB
(Carswell) and completed basic training in the summer of 1998.

Kevin Johnson
Excited about his training as an SP, Kevin decided to pursue law enforcement and with encouragement from a friend working in Ellis County law enforcement, applied to the Midlothian PD
and was hired in October of 1998. Having family in the Midlothian and Waxahachie areas,
Kevin was happy to join such a rapidly growing community. He began as a dispatcher, learning
the radio codes and reading police reports in between his normal duties. Kevin began the police
academy in 1999, working night shift on the radio then attending classes during the day after
getting off work. Kevin was hired as a full time officer on Y2K, January 1, 2000.
In 2001, his reserve unit was activated and deployed to Kuwait. This was shortly after 9/11, but
before the war had officially started. Returning stateside after just under five months, he was
deployed to Tampa, Florida.
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Preparing for the Future

Continued..

Kevin returned to the PD in 2002 and ultimately worked as a detective, field trainer, patrol sergeant
and administrative sergeant, where he was honored to receive the Officer of the Year Award in 2004
and 2007.
In 2009 Kevin took a job at the Mansfield Police Department, satisfying a calling to work in his hometown. At Mansfield, Kevin worked as a patrol officer, was a member of the SWAT team and served
as president of the Police Officer Association in 2012.
After steadily attending classes for over 16 years at UTA, Kevin completed his Bachelor’s Degree in
2010. He continued his education at Sam Houston State University (albeit this time at a quicker
pace), and obtained a Master of Science in Criminal Justice Leadership and Management in 2012.
In 2013 Kevin returned to the Midlothian PD, pursuing an opportunity to join the leadership team.
Kevin is looking forward to being a part of the department during such a formative period. As the city
continues to rapidly grow, it is imperative that city leaders, and we in the Police Department, lay the
proper foundation for that growth by establishing programs, infrastructure and leadership that will see
us through the years to come. A strong sense of vision and mission is vital to developing the type of
officers that will become the future leaders as our agency grows.
Kevin currently lives in Mansfield, with his wife of 15 years and two dogs. Kevin enjoys woodworking
and is a long time Jeep enthusiast and off roader.
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FIRESIDE

by Fire Chief Dale McCaskill

As the newly appointed Fire Chief, I would like to express the Midlothian Fire Department’s gratitude and best wishes to Retired Fire Chief, David Schrodt. Chief Schrodt
faithfully served the Midlothian area for 28 years as the City’s first paid Fire Chief and
spent countless hours developing the organization into what it is today. I am humbled
and honored for the opportunity to carry forward his vision for our department and this
community.

Dale McCaskill

With the changing of the guard comes new opportunities for members to step up and lead. Our new Assistant Fire
Chief, Phillip Brancato, assumed his role on January 1, 2015. Phillip joined the Midlothian Fire Department in October
2000 as Firefighter/Paramedic. During his 14 years of service, Phillip has demonstrated a steady work ethic and desire
to lead. He served as the part-time Fire Chief for the City of Ovilla from May 2013 as well as a Lieutenant in Midlothian until his recent promotion to Assistant Fire Chief in our Department. He will be primarily responsible for the daily
operations and delivery of emergency services to the community. Chief Brancato’s promotion created additional positions to fill which will allow the future of our Department to continue to be molded. Engineer James Long successfully
completed the promotional process for Fire Lieutenant. James started with the Midlothian Fire Department in July of
2009 as a Firefighter/Paramedic. James proudly served our country as a soldier in the Army and is one of the Department’s computer technology gurus. He has been instrumental in the creation of a program that helps the Paramedics
review emergency incidents. Rounding out the promotions were Firefighter/Paramedics Andrew Cochran and Eli
Fincher, who were both promoted to Engineer. Andrew began his career with us in April of 2009 while Eli came on
board in August of 2011. It is an exciting time, as we see new members being given opportunities to grow.

As of March 1, 2015, Insurance Services Office (ISO) has changed the Public Protection
Classification (PPC) for the area serviced by the Midlothian Fire Department from the
old rate of 3 to the new rate of 2. The final piece of the puzzle that allowed for the rate
change was due in part to the generous support of the Midlothian Development Authority who provided the funds necessary to buy the City a ladder truck. We have posted a
copy of the letter provided to us from the State of Texas Fire Marshal’s Office on our
Facebook page and City website. This rate change could allow for a reduction in your
homeowners insurance premiums. I encourage you to contact your insurance agent to
affirm that they are aware of the rate change. Please feel free to contact Fire Administration if you have any questions about the ISO rating of our community.

In closing, let me say what a blessing it is for our organization and especially me to serve this
community. As a longtime resident of Midlothian, I am truly privileged to be a servant to you.
Our staff is dedicated to delivering the highest level of care possible on your most stressful day.
We see you as a part of our family and will always strive to treat you that way. You are always
welcome to stop by one of our Fire Stations to meet and say Hi to the crews.
If you have any questions about your Fire Department, call Fire Chief Dale McCaskill at
972-775-7660.
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Capital Improvements Corner
FM 1387 Realignment at Walnut Grove Road –
The final intersection improvements at FM 1387
and Walnut Grove Road are in progress, and hopefully by the time of publication, will be complete. A
special thank you to all who have had to travel
through this construction zone over these many
months.

FM 663 Bridge Construction at US 287 Bypass –
Although the winter weather has impacted the
schedule for this project, work has progressed to the
point that the bridge deck has been paved and the
majority of the roadway grading and drainage
improvements have been completed. Paving operations, signal work and bridge superstructure
improvements will be under way in the upcoming
weeks, with an anticipated completion date of
summer 2015.

Extension of South 14th Street – This past year, the City Council authorized funding for the construction of a segment of South 14th Street to help relieve traffic along FM 663. As part of the Community Park construction, two lanes of South 14th Street will be constructed through the park, from
Ashford Lane to the northern property limits. In addition, City staff is currently working on the
alignment and design of the next segment of South 14th Street, which will begin at Ashford Lane
and extend south to McAlpin Road.
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MIDLOTHIAN IS CONTINUING TO GROW
by Larry Barnett, President/CEO

Throughout 2014, we’ve seen tangible evidence that our community is growing in many positive ways. From the groundbreaking of Applied LNG, constructing the first midstream
liquefied natural gas (LNG) production plant in the North
Texas region, to the acquisition of the TXI cement facility by
Martin Marietta, it’s clear that Midlothian offers valuable benefits to industries eyeing their own growth.
The increased industrial activity means jobs for our community
and good reasons for educated and skilled workers to call Midlothian their home. Based on data provided by the U.S. Census
and other private demographers, new families are joining the
community at a rapid pace. In fact, the pace of new home construction within the Midlothian Independent School District
MISD’s places it as the 17th fastest growing district among the
82 school districts in the DFW area.
As homes have been added, interest in Midlothian by commercial development has increased. The
high-quality growth of the city is naturally attracting the attention of retail and restaurant companies that
we are aggressively pursuing.
Midlothian Economic Development has grown in the past
year as well. We’ve been fortunate to find an intelligent and
energetic new marketing manager, Jennifer Baker. This
addition has increased our capacity to reach out to new
employer prospects that will fit well within the fabric of the
community.
One of Ms. Baker’s first initiatives has been to enhance the
social media presence of Midlothian Economic Development. If you have not already “liked/followed” us on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn, we invite you to do so and stay
up-to-date on the many positive developments happening in
and for the city.
For more information about Midlothian Economic Development, please visit www.Midlothian-TX.org or call our
office at (972) 723-3800.

6

THE PARK BENCH
By: Billy King, Parks & Recreation Manager

Kimmel Park turns 100 this year!
Join us in celebrating the 100th birthday of Kimmel Park. To
mark this occasion, renovations of the Bandstand are underway
including some masonry work, ceiling replacement, installation
of security lights and ventilation grates and if funds allow, a new
cedar shake roof. All of these changes were necessary to restore
the bandstand to its original state. A celebration is planned for
September 12, 2015 with event details to come. Anyone interested in donating to the bandstand renovation project, please
contact Billy King at (972) 775-7176.

...We’ve also been busy improving our sports and nature parks!
The improvements include:
•
•
•

The infield clay was replaced on all fields at Jaycee Park with financial assistance from the Midlothian
Amateur Baseball Association. Also, the green field at the Midlothian Sports Complex received new clay
last fall and the clay is currently being replaced in the yellow field.
A new scoreboard will be installed within the next month at Jaycee Park bringing a total of 4 working
scoreboards to the park.
Last fall bluebonnet and other wildflower seeds were planted at Mockingbird Nature Park.
This should make the park very colorful this spring, so come out and take a scenic stroll through the
naturally landscaped trails. There should be plenty of spots for pictures in the bluebonnets!

Construction begins on Phase 1 of our new
Community Park...
City Council has issued funding to begin the civil site work package of Phase 1 of
the project, which includes the sanitary sewer, storm drainage, electrical and fiber
sleeving, concrete work, construction of a portion of 14th Street from Ashford to
Belmont, and site grading. All other aspects of the project will be bid out by late
May. Phase 1 is anticipated to open in the fall of 2016 and will include soccer fields,
football stadium and practice field for the Midlothian Youth Football League, walking track, trail system, and concession area with restrooms and playgrounds.
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Recent Growth and Development Trends
By Marcos Narvaez

Residential
According to the building permit data below, provided via the US Census’ Building Permit
Survey, the housing market in the DFW metropolitan area continues to recover from the
Great Recession. In Midlothian, new single-family construction permits grew significantly
over the course of 2014, showing a noteworthy increase of 17% from 2013. To give a better
indication of the growth that has occurred in Midlothian from 2010 until last year, the
number of new single-family building permits has grown 75%. Indications point to 2015
being another strong year based on early economic and permit projections. The increase in
single-family construction permits over the last 5 years have caused the population of Midlothian to cross the 20,000 population threshold. As of the end of February 2015, the estimated population was 22,105, which includes the recent annexation of approximately 215 acres.

The average construction value, average sales value, and average square footage of new single-family residential permits have steadily increased over the last 5 years. As seen in the table
and chart below, the average construction value has increased by 14% from 2009-2014, the
average sales values has increased 9% over the same period, and average square footage has
increased 15% over that period as well. Overall, the trend line for all three categories show a
projected increase over the next few years.

continued...
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At the start of 2007, there were approximately 1,061 lots available to build within the City of Midlothian.
At the end of January 2015, the number of buildable (platted and available) lots in Midlothian rose to
approximately 1,974. With several subdivisions recently receiving zoning approval by the City Council
and/or going through the platting process (e.g. Hillstone Estates, Hawkins Meadows, La Paz Ranch, SomerCrest, and Diamond J Ranch) this number increases sharply to approximately 8,931 residential lots in the
coming years as developers phase these new subdivisions. Assuming no other property is subdivided or
developed and based on the average of new residential building permits issued over the last 5 years (approximately 206 per year), it is estimated that there will be lots available to build until the year 2058. The southern region along FM 663 and eastern region along F.M. 1387 continue to be the fastest growth corridors in
the City. With most new residential subdivisions being built in these areas, it will likely continue for the foreseeable future, but staff is committed to make sure all growth within the city limits is of the highest quality.
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A.H. Meadows Library - Something for Everyone
By Susan Casstevens

Students begin to arrive about 7:30 each school day morning. The desk counter clicks past 100 by 8:30 am. At the
end of the school day, as many as 400 school and public visitors have walked through A.H. Meadows Public and High
School Library. By the 8pm closing, the library count normally totals between 300 – 600 visitors.
Since 1984, Midlothian has enjoyed a joint-use school and public
library accredited through the Texas State Library system and
housed on the Midlothian High School campus. It has been my
privilege to serve as librarian for 10 years with research, senior
adult computer skills, and preschool story time a regular part of
my workweek. I would not have it any other way and luckily, I
am supported by an excellent library staff that includes 20-year
veteran Risa Ashley and former college instructor Sandra Martin.
I am consistently impressed with their courtesy and conscientiousness.
Many individuals, including the young couple pictured, completed
high school assignments in the library and now bring their children
to library story times. The sense of community and connection is
strong and rewarding in this library.
Can one facility adequately serve the information needs of a large high school and growing community? Meadows
Library is open 62 hours each week and offers more than 45,000 books, movies, and audio items for checkout. Meadows is also a member of the Northeast Texas library Consortium and the TexShare Library Services, offering thousands of electronic books, audiobooks, and database resources. Other library offerings include GED, ESL, and
American Sign Language classes in the evenings; story time every Friday at 11 am; and free community computer
classes that focus on basic processing and internet skills each Tuesday and Thursday at 1pm.
During the summer, story time is held on Tuesdays and Fridays at 11 am, free movies are shown on Wednesdays at
2pm and teen reading activities are offered on Thursdays at 2pm. The Summer Reading Club is open to preschool
through teenage readers. The benefits of a joint-use library are apparent in the larger collection than a single school
library could provide; the larger space (16,500 square feet) than a small city library could offer, the classes and activities offered, and the tremendous possibility for growth. As you can see, a joint facility meets and exceeds the needs
of our community.
New this year, the Friends of the Library have established a volunteer program that hopes to build a Texanna collection, host a continuous book sale, and establish a library garden. Friends of the Library meet on the last Thursday of
the month at noon and everyone is welcome to join. Our goal this year, with the Friends of the Library group as
support, is to make more community connections, participate in city activities, and continue to offer curriculum
support to an excellent high school teaching staff. For volunteer or other information about the library please contact
me at (972) 775-3417 or susiecasstevens@gmail.com.
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TEST YOUR WATER SENSE!
Water, where does it come from and where does it go? Ever wonder where your tap
water has been before it comes out of the faucet? Or where water goes once it disappears down the storm drain? Answers to these mysteries are revealed in a presentation offered by the City of Midlothian’s Stormwater Education and Outreach Program. The 30-minute presentation explains the water cycle and the importance of
protecting our watershed via an engaging DVD produced by the American Water
Works Association and an Enviroscape model. City staff will present the program
(free of charge) in classrooms, to homeschooling groups, or to other interested
groups. Contact Sandra Binkley, Water Quality Specialist, at 972-775-7184 or
sandra.binkley@midlothian.tx.us for information or to schedule a presentation.

2014 Drinking Water Quality Report
The 2014 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
(Consumer Confidence Report) will be available online
July 1, 2015 at www.midlothian.tx.us/CCR.

Water Conservation – Can you save water? Yes! By
applying practical water usage practices throughout the year,
citizens can help reduce the likelihood that the City of Midlothian will need to implement any provisions of its Drought
Contingency Plan and help reduce our per capita water consumption (i.e., gallons of water used per person per day).
For tips, information, notices and links on how to use water
wisely, please visit our website at www.midlothian.tx.us/WaterConservation.
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So...What’s Next?

by: Alberto Mares, AICP

When the Planning Department meets with potential developers
and interested individuals, this is the question that they commonly ask the most. Currently, the Planning staff is focusing on two
major projects that will alter the way Midlothian looks in the
immediate and long-term future.
The first major project centers on a large scale annexation. On
December 9, 2014, the City Council authorized the commencement of a three-year annexation of 5.42 square miles, or 3,471
acres, located in the southeastern part of Midlothian. All in all,
this annexation will affect approximately 3,500 residents and has
approximately 28 miles of road.
Letters were sent out to all affected property owners in February outlining the entire process and important
deadlines the City has to meet. The expected completion date of this three-year annexation process is December 2017. More information on the annexation process may be found on the City’s website at www.midlothian.tx.us/annexation
The second major project that will affect the long-term growth of Midlothian is an update to the City’s Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive Plan is a statement of a community’s vision of itself now and in the
future. The end result of the process and development of the Comprehensive Plan is that it helps guide public
policy for many areas, including but not limited to transportation, utilities, land use, parks, trails, housing, and
development standards. This plan focuses on large geographical areas (including areas outside the City limits),
a broad range of topics, and covers a long-term time horizon in order to resolve community issues and uncover opportunities for improved quality of life.
The last update to this plan was approved in 2007 but the City has doubled in size (population fast approaching 22,000 as of the end of February 2015) and has now outgrown the current plan. In fact, 2 of every 3
people currently living in Midlothian moved in after 2000. Different people bring in different perspectives,
ideas, and challenges, so this Plan will help decipher where the community wants to see itself in the next 10-15
years. This upcoming time period in Midlothian’s growth will be very critical and we have to “get it right the
first time” as more and more of the available land is being developed.
The at-large public will be invited to workshops throughout the different phases of the 12-15 month process
and there will be plenty of opportunities to get involved. Continuous updates and announcements on the
Comprehensive Plan Update will be available on the City’s website.
It is very rare that these two large scale projects are undertaken at the same time, but there is no better time to
start than today in setting the tone for the future of Midlothian. If you have any questions related to either of
these two projects, please contact me at 972-775-7169 or by email at alberto.mares@midlothian.tx.us
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Did You Know?
The Public Works Service Center located at 1050
North U.S. Highway 67 offers the following services to
the City residents:
U.S. Flag Drop Off – Flags may be dropped off in the designated flag drop off box located in front of the Public Works
office.
Light Bulb Recycling – Light bulbs may be dropped off
during normal business hours inside of the Public Works
Service Center office.
Household Batteries – AA/AAA/9 volt/C/D may be
dropped off during normal business hours inside of the Public
Works Service Center office.
Annual City Trash-Off Day Event- This event, regularly
scheduled for the second Saturday of April, allows Citizens to
bring any non-hazardous materials for disposal. Services
include document shredder, electronics recycling, tire disposal,
Freon recovery, and used appliance drop-off; all at the Public
Works Yard located at 1070 N. US HWY 67
Annual Hazardous Waste Collection Day Event – This
event is scheduled for May 16, 2015. Vouchers are required
and may be purchased at the Utility Billing Office located at
City Hall. Vouchers may also be purchased throughout the
year and items taken directly to Fort Worth’s Environmental
Collection Center located at 6400 Bridge St. Fort Worth, TX
76112. Hazardous items include household light bulbs and
batteries, car batteries, paint, chemicals, pesticides and more.

Public Works Fast Facts
Brush Pick-Up Procedures. The City’s trash
contractor, Republic Services, Inc., will pick up
brush on your normal scheduled trash days, however brush must be cut no longer than 3 feet in
length, and must be bundled and tied, each
bundle not weighing more than 35 pounds and 6
inches in diameter. Depending on the amount of
brush to be picked up, it may take Republic
Services two to four trash pickup days to remove
all brush at the curb, depending on the volume of
regular trash pickup.
Bulk Item Pickup is allowed on the 2nd day of
your trash pickup, please call Republic Services at
1-800-860-0123 to verify the item is allowed for
pickup
Nearest Landfill is located at 2559 FM 66,
Itasca, TX 76055. Call the landfill directly at
1-254-687-2511 for prices or Republic Services
normal
customer
service
number
at
1-800-860-0123.

City of Midlothian Bagging Ordinance – effective January 1, 2014, all garbage and refuse, with the exception of
branches, tree trimmings, leaves and brush, shall be placed in a plastic bag. Recycling shall be placed in a receptacle
that can be obtained by contacting Republic Services, Inc. at 1-800-860-0123, and/or placed in see-through plastic
bags.
The City of Midlothian Animal Control kennel is located at the Public Works Yard located at 1070 North U.S. Highway 67, and is by appointment only. Please call Animal Control at 972-775-7614 to set up an appointment. The
Animal Control office is located at the Midlothian Police Department, 1150 North U.S. Highway 67.
The Utility/Street Departments are on call seven days a week/24 hours a day. For after-hours callouts, please call
the non-emergency police dispatch number at 972-775-3333 for help after-hours.
We are a member of Texas811 - CALL BEFORE YOU DIG - for free of charge line locates at 1-800-344-8377
(1-800-DIG-TESS)
Street Light Outages – Report directly to HILCO Electric Cooperative at 972-723-2900, and/or ONCOR Electric Delivery at 1-888-313-4747, or online at www.Oncor.com. Calls should be made to the company that services
the area.
Questions?- Please call the Public Works Office at 972-775-1083
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By: Billy King, Parks & Recreation Manager

Pet Adoption Event

3rd Saturday of each month
9am-11am at Walmart
400 N. Highway 67

Midlothian Market

Every Saturday! 8am-1pm
May 2-October 3, 2015

For more details, visit: http://www.midlothian.tx.us/CurrentEvents
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By: Billy King, Parks & Recreation Manager

City of Midlothian
104 W. Avenue E
Midlothian, TX 76065
Phone: 972.775.3481
Fax: 972.775.7122
www.midlothian.tx.us
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2015 CITY COUNCIL ELECTION
Candidates
Councilmember, Place 5
Mike Barnes
TJ Henley

Councilmember, Place 6
Ted Miller

EARLY VOTING SCHEDULE:
April 27 - May 1
May 4 - 5

8am-5pm
7am-7pm

ELECTION DAY SCHEDULE:
Saturday, May 9

7am-7pm

***All voting will be held at the Midlothian
Conference Center, 1 Community Circle***
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