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You Can Be The Difference by Bill Houston, Mayor
As a new year turns to spring, my wife, Debbie, and I always look forward to
getting out and visiting with Midlothian residents at the many community events
that are happening this time of year (see pages 9-11 for a list of events). This is when
I really appreciate what a great place Midlothian is to live and work. It is such a
rewarding experience to see our community members interacting and contributing in
their own way.
As mayor, I have been told many times “we don’t want all this growth – it will
change who we are.” New homes, businesses, fast food restaurants, etc. do not have
to change the fabric of our community or how we treat each other. Our municipal
government (City Council, City staff and Board and Commission members) does a
good job of considering our citizens’ desires before making a decision that affects
us all. Building relationships with our neighbor leads to a quality community. There
is so much all of us can do, but first, know your neighbors. Mow a yard, check on a
senior citizen, mentor a student through the MISD one hour a week, volunteer with
Keep Midlothian Beautiful to pick up trash along our roadways. Your combined
engagement and contributions to our community as a resident, business, employee or
friend are what make Midlothian so great. Our people and our relationships are what
define us as a quality community.
People locate in Midlothian for many
reasons; our great schools, friendly atmosphere
and caring people, are a few of the reasons
we stand out. I am proud of all the volunteers
that serve to make this a better place to raise
our families. Midlothian citizens are the best!
How can you make a difference? Know your
neighbors, know your community!
Sincerely,
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Bill Houston, Mayor

Tip411…. See something, say something!
The Midlothian Police Department is adding a new tool to our crime-fighting arsenal with a new app to help residents
connect the department to find information, view alerts, and submit anonymous tips from their smartphone. Developed
by tip411, the Midlothian PD App puts a powerful new crime-fighting tool into the hands of the community members of
all ages. “Our mission is to reduce crime and the fear of crime through outstanding police services in partnership with the
community,” said Chief Carl Smith of the Midlothian Police Department. “tip411 will be a great help to us and we believe
the addition of this new app will allow us to have an even closer crime-fighting partnership with our citizens.”
The Midlothian PD app and tip411 anonymous text a tip system is 100% anonymous, as the technology removes all
identifying information before police see the tips and there is no way to identify the sender. Residents in Midlothian
without a smartphone will still be able to send an anonymous text tip via their cell phone to police by texting
keyword “MIDPD” and their message/tip to 847411 (tip411). This App enables officers to respond back creating an
anonymous two-way conversation. Anonymous web tips
can also be submitted through the department’s website at
www.midlothian.tx.us. The tip411 system has been successful in
communities across the U.S. and Departments have been helped
tremendously by member of the public who have sent anonymous
text messages to police with important information that often
leads to arrests. While not a replacement for dialing 911 in an
emergency, those wishing to share information anonymously with
our department can do so. Just remember, see something, say
something, it could make a difference.
The Midlothian PD app is available for download for free via
Google Play Store or iTunes App Store.

Help Keep Midlothian Beautiful
With the unprecedented growth of Midlothian, our local
government has taken various positive steps to control litter
and to beautify the city. But government alone will not be
able to keep Midlothian beautiful. That is why there is an
organization of volunteers lending a hand to help with litter
control and beautification.
The vision of Keep Midlothian Beautiful (KMB) is
to increase the awareness of Midlothian citizens on the
importance of a clean, well-kept, and beautiful community.
KMB is a nonprofit organization with a 501(c)3 status that
relies entirely on volunteers. It is an affiliate of Keep Texas
Beautiful and serves as a coordinating body for community
litter reduction, beautification, and recycling efforts,
including the “Adopt-a-Street” program. The mission of Keep
Midlothian Beautiful is to develop and implement ongoing
beautification, litter prevention, and recycling programs.
Although there is plenty of feedback regarding litter
throughout the city, unfortunately, there are never enough
volunteers willing to actively contribute. KMB is working to
change that in 2018.

KMB welcomes anyone who wishes to
be an active and constructive contributor
to litter reduction and beautification, including businesses
and students who need to complete community service hours.
KMB maintains a list of streets ready for adoption and highlitter areas that need to be cleaned. They will also provide
supplies needed to make your clean-up effort a success,
including bags, vests, and pick-up tools (grabbers).
KMB also welcomes partnerships with all other local litter
reduction and beautification organizations.
KMB can be contacted at:
WEBSITE: keepmidlothianbeautiful.org
EMAIL: keepmidlothianbeautiful@gmail.com
TWITTER: @MidloBeautiful
INSTAGRAM: keepmidlothianbeautiful
FACEBOOK: @keepmidlothianbeautiful

KMB meets on the fourth Friday of every month at City
Hall from11:30am-1:00pm.
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Planning for Tomorrow

Everyday there is always a new challenge
and question to be answered. The challenges and
questions we face on a daily basis are diverse
and unique to each individual. As we continue to
press forward we look for answers and solutions
to overcome the complexities of life. Sometimes
these solutions are easily attainable, while at other
times it takes tremendous amount of effort to obtain
our answers. As technology continues to grow and
progress, it has become a lot less painstaking and
feasible to find solutions to our challenges and
questions in a shorter amount of time due to the
expansive array of data, tools and resources that are
just one click away on your computer or portable
device. The City of Midlothian has provided various
resources in order to help better educate, guide, and

support the community in answering some of the
questions you might have. These resources can be
found at www.midlothian.tx.us.
By going to the City’s website you will be able
to find answers to various questions you might have
pertaining to upcoming events, bill pay services,
development guidelines, etc. A common question
asked is “where can I find the rules and regulations
for my property?” On the City of Midlothian’s
website if you click on the Departments tab and
scroll down and click on Planning, it will take you to
the Planning Department’s page (www.midlothian.
tx.us/510/Planning). There you will be able to find
various links to mapping, zoning and subdivision
ordinances, Comprehensive Plan, development
applications etc.
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Planning for Tomorrow (continued)

As the City’s growth progresses, various steps and
measures will continually be taken to ensure that our
plans for today will result in a better tomorrow. If you

have any questions please feel free to contact us via
email planning@midlothian.tx.us or
call (972)775-7168.

Happy Trails to You . . .
On October 16, 1991, Judy Ford started her career with the City,
initially starting out taking utility payments in the downtown fire
station, which also served as City Hall. Over the years, Judy worked
in a few different departments, with the majority of her career being
spent as a vital member of the Engineering Department, most notably
in her role as Administrative Services Manager. Judy has always
demonstrated the utmost dedication and sense of loyalty to the City;
her keen eye and attention to detail has served the City well by
tracking and accounting all of the capital improvement projects that
have transpired during her tenure. This past January, Judy made her
retirement from the City official and plans to spend time enjoying
life, doing some traveling across our great state and spending time
with her family and friends. We would like to thank her for all of the
years of hard work and service to the citizens of our community. We
wish Judy all the best as she enters a new chapter in her life!
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When it Rains, it Drains!
Midlothian is embarking on the fifth year of our Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
System (MS4) permit. This permit, along with Ordinance 2016-01, establishes rules
and regulation for the illicit discharge of non-stormwater related runoff, stormwater
runoff from construction sites, and post-construction stormwater runoff from
new developments and redevelopment projects. In December 2017, the City was
audited by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a random
Compliance Evaluation Investigation. We are excited to announce that the City of
Midlothian received no violations as a result of this audit. If you see or suspect an
illicit discharge, please contact the Engineering Department at 972-775-7199 or visit
our website at http://www.midlothian.tx.us/582/Storm-Water-Management for online
reporting and more information and resources on how to protect our stormwater
system.

What Not to Flush
Not everything belongs in the toilet. When the wrong thing is
flushed, the results can be costly, not only for the homeowner but also
at the wastewater treatment plant. Often times, the term “disposable”
gets misinterpreted to mean “flushable.” The following is just a small
listing of items that should be disposed of by a different means than
flushing down the toilet.
Don’t rush to flush:
• Baby wipes & diapers
• Rags & towels
• Cotton swabs
• Syringes
• Candy and other food wrappers
• Clothing labels
• Cleaning sponges
• Toys
• Plastic items of any description
• Aquarium gravel or kitty litter
• Rubber items such as latex gloves
• Cigarette butts
• Sanitary napkins
• Hair
• Underwear
• Disposable toilet brushes
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Water Conservation Corner
Spring has sprung and it will soon be time to start watering lawns.
Preparing your irrigation system is key to preventing water loss
through leaks and damaged equipment. This short checklist will have
your system ready in no time!

33Check the backflow device – if there isn’t one installed, it
needs to be put in place per City requirements.

33Check the controller settings and adjust the run times,

duration and frequency appropriately for the time of season.

33Turn on each zone and visually inspect your sprinkler heads

for damage and operation. Look for any overspray areas and
adjust the heads accordingly.

33Check the battery on the controller and replace as necessary.
33Inspect the rain/freeze sensors to make sure they are clear of
debris and not blocked or covered by tree branches.

Healthy lawns usually require about 1” of water per week. Don’t
forget to account for rain received during the week when operating
your irrigation system.

Calculating Your Irrigation Usage
Question: How can I figure out how much water my irrigation system uses?
You can record the water meter use before and after running a station/zone
for 10 minutes. That will give the actual gallons used for 10 minutes, divide
by 10 to get the gallons per minute (gpm). On average, a pop-up station uses
approximately 15 to 16 gpm.
Here is an easy formula to calculate your approximate amount of monthly
irrigation water usage.
Multiply your number of stations by the number of minutes each station runs
by the number of GPM by the number of days you water per month.

Number of Minutes______ x Number of Stations_______ = ______Total Minutes
Total Minutes_____ x Gallons per minute______ = ______Total Gallons used per watering cycle
Total Gallons per cycle_____ x Number of days per month you water_____ = ______Total gallons used per month
Example:
15 Minutes x 8 stations = 120 Total Minutes
120 Total Minutes x 16 Gallons per Minute (gpm) = 1,920 Total gallons used per watering day
1,920 Gallons per day x 8 Days per month = 15,360 Total gallons of water used per month
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FIRE SIDE
In an emergency, every second can count. It is
always our goal to minimize our response times by
meeting the National Fire Protection Association
standard for emergency response. This standard
states that from the time a response unit is alerted
of an emergency the crew will have one minute
to start their response and attempt to arrive on
scene in less than four minutes after the response
has begun. Therefore, it’s our goal to arrive at your
emergency in less than five minutes from the time
our dispatcher alerts our units. This will sound a little
unusual, but sometimes technology can delay our ability
to respond promptly. In the old days, our 911 system received all calls from a
permanent land line connection. This allowed the dispatcher to know exactly where the incident was occurring. Today
majority of the calls received by our 911 center originate from a cell phone users signal that is being broadcast from a
cell site tower. Depending on where the caller is located or the demand on a particular cell site at the time of the call,
can have a significant impact on when we are actually dispatched. Why would this impact our response time? In many
cases, a caller will initiate a 911 call from their cell phone expecting the call to be answered by the closest dispatch center
having authority for the area. Unfortunately, what happens many times is that the cell phone call will connect with a
cell site tower that transfers the call to a dispatch center in another jurisdiction. This can waste valuable minutes for the
people needing help. Here is how you can help us get to you promptly. It is important that you remain calm and know
your EXACT location. The 911 dispatcher should answer your call with, “911 what is the location of your emergency?”.
Providing the EXACT address, including the City where you are located, or street name with a block range allows them
to quickly determine what units to send. If you live in the City of Midlothian, City of Ovilla, or the Emergency Services
District #2 (basically if you live within the Midlothian ISD boundaries) your 911 dispatch center is the Northern Ellis
Emergency Dispatch center located in the City of Midlothian.
In other news, we are extremely grateful to the citizens of
Midlothian for supporting two major projects that will have a
positive impact on our operation. During the November 2017 Bond
Election, the voters approved funds that will allow us to relocate Fire
Station #1 to a location that will better serve the area. In addition
to the Fire Station relocation, the voters supported the need for the
Fire Department to build a Fire Training Facility. Both of these
projects are underway in the development stages. An architect has
been hired to design and engineer the new Fire Station #1 located
at the corner of W. Main Street and Hwy 287. This station will
be built to accommodate the expansion in the area and the needs
of the community in the years to come. We anticipate the Fire
Station opening sometime in late Fall of 2019. Our second project
involves building a multi-story fire training facility that will allow
Fireﬁghter Training
our firefighters to enhance their skill sets in an environment that is
controlled and safe. The importance of hands on training for our organization is crucial to our mission to serve you. Our
contracted civil engineer has begun working on the design and layout of the infrastructure needs for the facility. When
this facility opens sometime late this year we will begin the process of applying for a change in our public protection
classification from our current rating of 2 to the highest rating of 1.
Finally, we are excited to announce that starting in May 2018 our third full time ambulance will come on line at Fire
Station #3. We have completed the hiring process for the additional six firefighters the City Council authorized in this
fiscal year budget. In May, several of the firefighters will complete training that will allow us to change our staffing level
permanently. This additional ambulance will help better serve the southern portion of our community as well as give us
some back up on the days when multiple calls happen simultaneously.
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A.H. Meadows Public & High School Library!
922 South 9th Street, Midlothian, Texas • 972-775-3417

We will continue our Rag Tag Readers Book Club at
10AM on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month.

Did you know that The A. H. Meadows Library is the
official Public Library for the City of Midlothian, while also
serving as the Midlothian High School library? The library
now has a full-time Public Librarian devoted solely to the
services, activities and needs of the library’s public patrons!
My name is Terry D. Moore and as that Public Librarian I am
planning some big and small changes to make the Library
experience the best it can be for our public patrons.

Plus, we have a summer-long “Percy Jackson and the
Olympians” summer day camp with fun and exciting events
planned for tweens and teens on Saturdays.
All of these programs are in addition to new books, DVDs
and other materials arriving every month! If we don’t have a
book, ask a staff member and we’ll do our best to find it for
you!

Anticipated activities include an evening Book Club,
Maker Space activities, special programs for home-schooled
children, family table-game nights and other activities.

Thanks in advance for you input and support and Never
Stop Learning!

This is where I’m going to need your help! What kind of
programs would you like to see the library start? Would you
be willing to volunteer to teach a specialized skill to patrons
or to lead a book club? Are there services that you believe we
can improve upon? We want to hear from!

Terry D. Moore, MLS - A. H. Meadows Public Librarian

Please send ideas, suggestions, complaints, compliments
and anything else you think we should know to serve you
better to: Public.Librarian@Midlothian.tx.us or call us at the
number above. The Meadows Library is Your Library and
your input is of utmost importance to me and to the rest of
the library staff!
Coming up this summer, we have our annual Summer
Reading Program for kids. This year’s program theme is
Libraries Rock and we will have programming including
music, story-times, animals, crafts and a whole lot of fun!
We think the kids will have a great time while learning the
value of reading and life-long learning! We will also have
our Summer Movie Program for kids showing the best of
animated movies from the past year.
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Upcoming
MAY 3

MAY 4

SATURDAYS
MAY THRU OCTOBER

MAY 12

MAY 19

THIRD SATURDAY
MAY THRU OCTOBER

HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION DAY

MID-WAY PANCAKE
BREAKFAST & FLY-IN

MAY 19

JUNE 2
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Upcoming
MPD BIKE SAFETY COURSE

MOVIE IN THE PARK

JUNE 4 THRU 7

JUNE 9

JUNE 30
MOVIE IN THE PARK

JULY 3

JULY 14
MOVIE IN THE PARK

AUGUST 11

AUGUST 11

OCTOBER 2
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Upcoming
OCTOBER 20

OCTOBER 31

NOVEMBER 3

NOVEMBER 10

NOVEMBER 11

NOVEMBER 13

u
o
Y
See Year!
t
x
e
N

DECEMBER 1
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2018 CITY COUNCIL ELECTION
Candidates

Councilmember, Place 5
Jason Kyle
Justin Coffman

Councilmember, Place 6
Ted Miller
Joseph Rohr
Art Pierard

EARLY VOTING SCHEDULE:

April 23 – April 27
April 30 – May 1

8am-5pm
7am-7pm

ELECTION DAY SCHEDULE:
Saturday, May 5

7am-7pm

All voting will be held at the Midlothian Conference Center, 1 Community Circle

