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Thank you Midlothian by Bill Houston, Mayor
As most of you know by now, I have made the hard decision to
resign my position as mayor. The last eleven years, seven of which
were served as mayor, have been full of amazing experiences and
great learning opportunities, exposing me to municipal government
and the way it actually works. This has been a rewarding time to
serve the city I love and am proud to call home.
It is often said that serving as an elected official is a thankless job,
but I don’t feel that way and I don’t believe our council feels that way.
We’re all dedicated and we all love this community. As a council, we
have worked through a period of the greatest growth this community
has ever experienced and dealt with the issues that come with that
growth. I have enjoyed my time serving our citizens.
Even though I will miss my colleagues and City staff, I am looking
forward to spending more time with
my wife and my family. Thank you
for the privilege of serving and may
God’s blessings be with us all.
Sincerely,

Household Hazardous Waste
Drop off ................................ 9
Midlothian Senior Activity
Center ................................. 10
Calendar Of Events ............ 11

Mayor Bill Houston

Super Safe City
In January of 2019, the website, Alarms.org, rated Midlothian
as the 19th safest city in Texas. This statistic should come as no
surprise to the residents of our town, as many factors are in play
that lend to our safe environment. Of course, Midlothian Police
Department and its officers are committed to do our part to keep
Midlothian safe.
We continue to proactively patrol and identify any criminal
element at work in our community. Perhaps as important as our
officer’s work is the effort from our community members. We are
blessed to have a relatively low rate of violent crime, however,
property crime rates continue to rise. This is a trend that normally
follows increases in population as well as retail establishments.
Community members can prevent most of the vehicle burglaries that we experience each year
by removing valuables from their vehicles each evening. Well over ninety percent of the vehicle
burglaries (theft of items from your vehicle) come from unlocked vehicles. These burglaries
regularly occur during the daylight hours, so it is a good idea to lock your vehicle anytime you park it
in your driveway or at a retail/business establishment and stow items away out of sight.
We have recorded stolen prescriptions, large sums of cash as well as electronics, including lap top
computers. However, one of the most alarming items stolen from vehicles are firearms. It is legal to
carry firearms in your vehicle while traveling in Texas, however, nearly one third of the vehicles that
were illegally entered in 2018 had a firearm stolen. Most thieves engaged in stealing from vehicles
simply walk down a neighborhood street checking doors, so locking your vehicle will prevent most
thefts from vehicles parked in a driveway.
Finally, stay aware of your surroundings. Keep a charged cell phone with you at all times and
never hesitate to call a police agency for assistance. We are blessed in Midlothian to have a safe
environment and a City Council that ensures our Police Department staff increases along with the
growth of our community allowing us to adequately respond to your requests for service.
If you have any questions or would like to have an officer complete a safety survey of your
home or business, please contact Scott Hughes at Curtis.hughes@midlothian.tx.us. If you have any
questions or concerns don’t hesitate to contact me at Carl.smith@midlothian.tx.us. Visit our page at
www.Midlothian.tx.us and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. We also invite you to join us in one
of our Citizen Police Academies. It is a great way to get to know your officers and to get involved in
your community. Information is also available on our website.
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Capital Improvements Corner
The sights and sounds of construction activities may be found
all around the Midlothian area. New growth and development
is flourishing, including projects such as the Methodist Hospital,
Google data center and new Midlothian Independent School
District (MISD) facilities. The City and Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) are continuing to address an assortment
of challenges and needs that our growing community has
placed on our infrastructure. The following are projects within
Midlothian that are currently in the planning, design and/or
construction stages:
U.S.U.S.
Highway
287287
Grade
Separation
at Walnut
Grove
Road:
Highway
Grade
Separation
at Walnut
Grove
Road:
► With the design complete and the project ready to be
bid, construction on this project is anticipated to commence
this summer, with a completion date of Spring/Summer 2021.
This TxDOT project is designed such that the main lanes
of US Highway 287 are elevated at the Walnut Grove Road
intersection, thereby eliminating the existing traffic signal on US
287 and improving mobility across this region.
FMFM
663:663:
► Design plans are complete by the City and under
review by TxDOT for the extension of an additional southbound

lane that will extend through the Autumn Run Road/Hawkins
Run Road intersection before transitioning back into a single
southbound lane. In addition to this extension, the plans include a
separate auxiliary lane (right turn lane) onto Autumn Run Road.
► Design plans are also complete by the City and under
review by TxDOT for the construction of a northbound auxiliary
lane (right turn lane) onto Ashford Lane.
FMFM
1387:
1387:
► Construction is currently well under way by TxDOT for
roadway widening improvements between Midlothian Parkway
and Kensington Drive, with work anticipated to be completed by
June 2019.
► An alignment study and environmental assessment
are still underway by TxDOT for future major roadway
improvements between Midlothian Parkway and FM 664.
S. 14th
Street:
S. 14th
Street:
► The City’s S. 14th Street capital improvement project,
from Ashford Lane south to McAlpin Road, was completed in
October 2018. This roadway serves as an alternate north-south
reliever to FM 663. The second phase of this project (2017 voter
approved Roadway Bond Project) is detailed on the next page.

S. 14th Street Capital Improvement Project (looking south from Ashford Lane)
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Capital Improvements Corner (continued)
Ledgestone Lane:
► The City has partnered with MISD on the Ledgestone
Lane capital improvement project, which will serve as the main
roadway to MISD’s new middle school (MS No. 3), located south
of LaRue Miller Elementary School. This roadway is currently
under construction and will run from Mt. Zion Road, south to
the Plainview Road/Ashford Lane intersection. This project is
anticipated to be completed by late Summer/early Fall 2019.

lanes) along S. 14th Street, from Mt. Zion Road to just north of
Ashford Lane, and improve the current intersection configuration
at Mt. Zion Road. Upon completion of this project in the Fall/
Winter 2019, this new segment of S. 14th Street will be a 4-lane
divided roadway from Mt. Zion Road, south to McAlpin Road.
► S. Walnut Grove Road: This project is currently under
design, with an anticipated 60% plan submission date of April
2019. Upon delivery of the 60% plans, right-of-way documents
will be finalized and property acquisitions of affected property
owners will begin while the plans are being developed to the
95% stage. Based on the right-of-way acquisition process and
length of time it may take to complete this process, a bid date for
this project has not yet been determined.

Ledgestone Lane (looking south towards Middle School No. 3)

2017 Roadway Bond Project Update:
► S. 14th Street – Additional Two Lanes: The design on
the project is complete and the project is anticipated to be bid
this spring, with construction beginning in early summer. This
project will complete the two western lanes (future southbound

Mt. Zion Intersection (looking south)

(looking south)
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When it Rains, it Drains!
Midlothian is in the process of renewing the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
System (MS4) permit. This permit, along with Ordinance 2016-01, establishes rules
and regulation for the illicit discharge of non-stormwater related runoff, stormwater
runoff from construction sites, and post-construction stormwater runoff from new
developments and redevelopment projects. In the near future you’ll be able to access
the Stormwater Management Plan as well as our annual reports on our website.
Protecting our storm drain systems protects all of the creeks, rivers, lakes and ponds
that we all enjoy for recreation and fishing. If you see or suspect an illicit discharge,
please contact the Engineering Department at 972-775-7199 or visit our website at
http://www.midlothian.tx.us/582/Storm-Water-Management for online reporting and
more information and resources on how to protect our stormwater system.

Water Wisely
• The trees are budding and the flowers are blooming, it is evident that
spring is well underway. Already the familiar sounds of lawn mowers,
trimmers and blowers are being heard across the city as property owner’s
work to manage and maintain the new growth which is dependent upon
water, either from rainfall or routine watering.
• Midlothian’s peak water usage occurs during the summer months when
rainfall is highly erratic but hot temperatures are fairly constant. Over half
the water used in the summer goes to water lawns and other thirsty plants.
By watering efficiently in the landscape, you can help to keep the city’s
water use within the system’s capacity and also reduce your summertime
water bill. One practice that has a tremendous benefit is watering during
the cool part of the day, avoiding the hours between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
to reduce evaporation. Remember to adjust your watering schedule. The
amount of water your lawn requires varies from week to week and month to month. Healthy lawns typically
require about ½” to 1” of water per week and in most instances, watering may be delayed until mid-May. Another
great practice is to use sprinklers that throw large drops of water close to
the ground to avoid evaporation, travelling sprinklers are a great option.
Also, make sure the water is hitting the lawn and not sidewalks, driveways,
or streets. As a community, water conservation will lengthen the life of
Midlothian’s water delivery system as less stress is placed on the system.
• Sign up for weekly watering advice that is specific to your location. When
you sign up with Water Is Awesome, each Monday you’ll receive an email
providing you with the amount of water needed for your lawn based on
weather data that is specific to the region. You can sign up for free by visiting
their website at https://waterisawesome.com.
• Finally, check your utility bill from the City of Midlothian for a monthly
Water Conservation Tip!
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WE LC O M E

TO THE WATERSMART PROGRAM

3

START SAVING

https://midlothian.watersmart.com

The City of Midlothian is excited to
introduce you to the WaterSmart
Program. Residents that have City
water may now sign up for this new
portal. It’s part of our commitment to
provide you with the best tools to
better manage and monitor your
water usage, set up leak alerts, along
with an option to view and pay your
bill and much more. I encourage you
to get started today by logging on to
the WaterSmart Web Portal.

Register
Use your account number
listed on your water bill as
your registration code.
Personalize
Answer our simple profile
survey to provide accurate
comparisons to similar
households.

Sincerely,
Chris Dick
City Manager

https://midlothian.watersmart.com

WHAT YOU’LL GET
The WaterSmart Portal will help you track your
home’s water use at macro and micro levels.
How you compare. See how your water
use compares to similar homes.
Ways to save. Get personalized,
step-by-step actions.
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FIRE SIDE
April showers bring May flowers rising from the ground. This old saying
is somewhat relevant to the Midlothian Fire Department this year because
in April we will finalize the construction documents of two major projects
and in May rising out of the ground will be a new Fire Station along with
a new training facility building. After months of brainstorming, designing,
trimming, squeezing and reviewing these voter approved projects, the time
has come to begin building our vision.
The new location for Fire Station 1 will be at the corner of W. Main
Street and Highway 287 giving us better access to road infrastructure that
will enhance our response time to a larger coverage area. We have worked
closely with Brinkley
Sargent Wiginton architects to design a functional building
that will meet the current needs of the organization as
well the growing needs of the future. Steele and Freeman
construction managers are set to begin the project soon. Some
of the highlights of this traditional style building will be its
capacity to house 12 firefighters per shift, a multipurpose
training room, a dedicated area to display our 1918 Model T
Fire Engine, an apparatus room that will allow for safer flow
Fire Station #!
and storage of equipment and dedicated office space. Careful
consideration was given to the elevations of the building
because of the heightened visibility from the Highway. It is our hope that the exterior design of the building will
be aesthetically pleasing and create an entryway feature to our community. The layout of the new Fire Station
will accommodate additional staff in the future as the demand for service increases. We are truly grateful for the
support the citizens give our City and more specifically our Department, as we deliver service to you. We will
keep you up to date with the progress and hope to see you at the Grand Opening in late spring of 2020.
Our new training facility building will be located on City owned property adjacent to the Midlothian Water
Treatment Plant off Auger Road. The infrastructure installation is currently underway which includes the
grading, roadway prep, installation of asphalt, and concrete. The training
building is a pre-manufactured structure designed by WHP Training
Towers that consists of a four-story tower, a two story commercial/
residential section and a one-story cottage burn room. This building
will allow our personnel to develop competent skills in a realistic
environment that will enhance their ability to serve you. The structure
will allow for high angle rope evolutions, live firefighting in protected
burn rooms, forcible entry drills, firefighter confidence courses to
develop skills that will increase survivability on the fire ground, and
many other practical applications. I cannot stress enough how important
this building is to our firefighters ability to train safely and enhance
their skills. Like the Fire Station, this building will allow for expansion
Fire Training facility
in the future, as the need arises for additional burn rooms, extrication
props, exterior burn props and more advanced fire simulators. This facility
will allow us to request another ISO rating with our intent to move to the highest level in the grading system.
An ISO rating of 1 will allow for the potential reduction in insurance rates that citizens pay for residential and
commercial properties. We hope to see you at the Grand Opening of this facility in late summer of 2019.
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A.H. Meadows Library!
Discover. Learn. Create.

The Meadows Library is gearing up for an exciting Spring with our morning and evening Book Clubs, a Crochet Club, plenty of activity surrounding the end of School and Graduation, and much more!
Ms. Kathy’s pre-K story time on Friday is growing every week with our little ones having a great time, learning new songs, discovering new books and making fun crafts that they take home with them. Ms. Kathy makes
story time fun and exciting every single week. We hope you and your little ones will join us at 11am on Friday
mornings for this wonderful program.

We are also very busy planning for our fun and educational Summer Reading Program! This year’s theme is “A
Universe of Stories” and we’ll be exploring space through books and programs. Our big kick-off is Tuesday,
June 11 with Sno-Cones, The Balloon Lady, and much more. Programs are open to all children. We’re going to
have a lot of fun!
In addition to programming, we continue to enhance our collection with the arrival of dozens of new books and
DVDs every single month. We strive to have the latest books and movies when you want them! If we don’t have
a book you want, let us know and we’ll attempt to get it for you through Inter-Library Loan or by adding it to
our collection.
IMPORTANT NOTE: OUR PHONE NUMBER HAS CHANGED!

NEW NUMBER: 469-856-5211
At the A.H. Meadows Library, we work hard to make YOUR library the very best it can be. If you have questions, compliments, complaints or suggestions, I am always happy to hear them! You can email me at
terry.moore@midlothian.tx.us or call the main number above to reach me.
And please remember that Public Patrons are welcome and encouraged to use the library any time we are open.
Terry D. Moore, MLT
Public Librarian
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Household Hazardous Waste Drop Off

The Public Works Department located at 1050 N. US HWY 67, schedules a Hazardous Waste
drop off day event once per year, usually in the springtime, anytime between March and November.
The 2019 event is scheduled for Saturday, May 4, 2019 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am, sharp, or until the
City of Fort Worth’s Environmental Collection (ECC) Crud truck is full. Drop off your items at the Public
Works equipment yard, located at 1070 N. US HWY 67.
In order to participate, you must purchase a voucher in advance at the Utility Billing Office, located
at City Hall, 104 W. Avenue E. The voucher costs are $20 for Midlothian citizens and $50 for Midlothian
county residents. You may also purchase vouchers throughout the year and take your items directly to
the ECC located at 6400 Bridge St. Fort Worth, TX 76112, during their normal collection hours, Thursday
– Friday from 11:00 am to 7:00 pm, and Saturday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, excluding any of their holidays.

Accepted

items include acids, aerosol cans,
antifreeze, batteries (all kinds, including car batteries), brake
fluid, cooking oil, craft chemicals, degreasers, drain cleaner,
fertilizer, fluorescent light bulbs (CLFs), herbicides, household
chemicals, motor oil, paints and stains (limit of 15 gallons of
paint per address), paint thinners, pest strips, pesticides, photo
chemicals, pool chemicals, oil filters, solvents, transmission
fluid, and varnish.

Not accepted

items include ammunition, explosives, asbestos, building materials,
butane/propane cylinders, appliances, electronics, medicines, medical waste, PCBs, radioactive material,
smoke detectors, tires, bulk trash, and yard waste. If you have questions about a specific waste not listed
above, please call the ECC at 817-392-1234, to find out what is accepted.
The ECC is for residential hazardous waste disposal and recycling only. Commercial, business, or
industrial waste cannot be accepted under Texas regulations.
Additional Instructions for disposal of waste:
•
•
•
•
•
•

If a product is still usable, give it to someone who can use it instead of bringing it for disposal.
Bring your voucher purchased from the Utility Billing Department at City Hall, 104 W. Avenue E.
Bring liquid paint sorted by type (i.e. latex, oil-base, and lead-based)
Keep chemicals in their original containers, place broken or leaking containers in a second
container of like material (i.e. glass for corrosives, metal for flammables).
If a container has no label and its contents are known, please place a label on the container clearly
stating the contents.
Do not transport chemicals in the passenger compartment of your vehicle. Put them in the trunk.
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Midlothian Senior Activity Center

Midlothian Senior Activity Center
ProudlyServingMidlothianSeniorage50andup

Change

the way you age!

Midlothian Activity Center is caring for the entire person -mind body and spirit.
With today's seniors living more active, healthier lives than ever, they're redefining
what it means to grow older and set the stage how optimal aging looks and feels.

We are open Monday
through Friday from
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
JOIN US

LIVE MORE, PLAY MORE
Annual Membership is $5.00

Social activities such as Bridge, BINGO, Crafts, Line Dancing, Live
Music, Cards, Dominoes, Rummy Cube, puzzles, and more!
Hot lunches served daily @ 12:00 PM
Exercise Classes
Field Trips

Lending Library available for books, movies, magazines
Transportation (details online)

Check our online calendar for a full schedule of events.
We invite you to please grab a cup of coffee and embrace this
beautiful weather on our new front porch.

Our address: 4 Community Circle Midlothian, Tx 76065
Phone 972-775-6401
Our calendar is located at www.midlothian.tx.us/community.
Like us on Facebook: MIDLOTHIAN SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER
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Upcoming
THIRD SATURDAY
EACH MONTH

MAR-JUN & SEPT

APRIL 6

APRIL 27
MAY 2
MID-WAY
PANCAKE
BREAKFAST & FLYIN
PROFESSOR D
MAY 18

EGG HUNT
APRIL 13

HAZARDOUS
WASTE
COLLECTION DAY
MAY 4
MOVIE IN THE
PARK

SATURDAYS –
MAY 4 THRU
OCTOBER 12

APRIL 26

MAY 18

MPD BIKE SAFETY
COURSE

JUNE 29
JUNE 1
MOVIE IN THE
PARK

JUNE 8
MOVIE IN THE
PARK

JULY 3

OCTOBER 19

APRIL 13

JULY 13

AUGUST 3

OCTOBER 31

NOVEMBER 2

JUNE 10 THRU 14

AUGUST 10

KICKOFF SEPT. 28
EVENT OCT. 1

NOVEMBER 9

NOVEMBER 11

DECEMBER 7

FEBRUARY 15,
2020

MANNA HOUSE
TURKEY TROT

NOVEMBER 12

NOVEMBER
22-23

NOVEMBER 28
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2019 CITY COUNCIL ELECTION
Candidates

Councilmember, Place 3
Ted Miller
Walter Darrach

Ed VanderVeen
Cammy Jackson

Councilmember, Place 6
Clark Wickliffe

Mayor

Richard Reno
David Capehart, Jr

EARLY VOTING SCHEDULE:

April 22 – April 26
8am-5pm
April 29 – 30 7am-7pm

ELECTION DAY SCHEDULE:
Saturday, May 4

7am-7pm

Voting will be at all Ellis County Vote Centers

