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I. Introduction
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Midlothian is a vibrant & growing community located in northwest Ellis County with an estimated
population of 18,037 as of 2010. In the 1880’s, a rail stop was located in what is now Midlothian for a
rail line from Dallas to Cleburne. At that time, rail lines were
vital to local economies and population growth, and as a result,
the city was incorporated in 1888 and was named for its
resemblance (noted by a railroad engineer) to an area in
Scotland named Lothian. Originally a farming community with a
post office, retail shops, and a newspaper, Midlothian has
become a recognized City in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex.
Recent population growth is evidence of the fact that the City has
much to offer its citizenry.
To further note that parks have long been established as a key element of Midlothian, in the early
1900’s, the land that was once used for Midlothian College (as well as the Polytechnic Institute and a
public school) was donated to the City. City leaders decided to use the land for park purposes and,
therefore, Kimmel Park was established.

PREVIOUS PARK PLANNING STUDIES
The previous Parks and Recreation Master Plan was prepared in 2006 by the firm Dunkin Sims Stoffels,
Inc. The Parks and Recreation Master Plan was a comprehensive plan with an emphasis on park land
acquisition and park development. The Parks & Recreation Department staff, the Park Board, and City
leadership have realized many of the goals and objectives of that Master Plan document during the
previous five years. However, due to current recreational trends, aging recreational facilities and a
continual growing population there is a need for a new document to guide park and recreation planning
and development, leading to the creation of this Parks, Recreation, & Open Space Master Plan.

GOALS & OBJECTIVES
As Midlothian has developed over the years, it has strived to provide its citizens with a place to encounter
nature within an urban setting. It is with this in mind that the City of Midlothian is taking time to address
citizen concerns and provide short term and long term recommendations for the park system, recreation
facilities, and City trail networks, in the form of a Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan. This Plan
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will provide design concepts, program development, cost opinions, funding alternatives and
recommendations for future park development. It will provide the city with detailed information gathered
from the community, City Staff, Focus Group Meeting, and an analysis of existing recreation facilities and
land uses that offer a useful resource to the City of Midlothian as it continues to grow and provide
recreational services to the citizens of Midlothian.
Goals provide a statement for achievement or accomplishment. Objectives are a perceived means
through which the goal(s) can be partially or fully attained. Identified within this section are the ways and
methods of implementing the Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan recommendations. Critical to
the implementation of these goals and objectives is the Ten-Year Action Plan (refer to Section VI), which
should be updated annually by the Midlothian Parks Board, working in close association with City staff
and the City Council.
The following are the goals and objectives for the Midlothian park system:
Goal:
To enhance the quality of life for a growing community by providing places and opportunities for
people to recreate and be active, in a way that is sensitive to the conservation of natural
resources.
Objectives:
 To increase quality recreational opportunities for Midlothian citizens.
 To seek the donation of land for parks, open space, greenways and floodplains.
 To administer development and construction guidelines which result in minimal destruction of native
and wildlife habitat and creek corridors.
Goal:
To provide an array of facilities, programs and park areas to meet the recreational needs of a
diverse population with various levels of ability and skill.
Objective:
 To recognize the special needs of youth, teens, adults, the elderly and handicapped when
designating and providing recreational facilities.
Goal:
Provide all citizens reasonable access to parks and recreation facilities within the city.
Objective:
 To acquire necessary parkland and open space at the time of development review in accordance
with the classification of parks identified by the Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan.
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Goal:
Develop a new Community Park to serve the citizens of Midlothian.
Objectives:
 To provide a variety of recreational facilities to serve all citizens of Midlothian.
 To provide organized league fields in order to consolidate competitive game fields within the
City.
Goal:
Acquire the property between the 104 Acre and the 52 Acre future park sites.
Objectives:
 Preserves the land and provides wildlife habitat.
 Connect the 104 acre site and 52 acre site.
 Provides nature and soft surface trail opportunities.
Goal:
Plan for the orderly renovation and reorganization of existing parks and recreational
infrastructure to ensure existing recreational opportunities are relevant to the needs of the
growing community.
Objectives:
 To review the use of all parks and potential for renovation, specifically Kimmel Park, Hawkins
Springs Park and Jaycee Park.
 To examine the recreational trends and activities to meet the needs of Midlothian citizens.
 To continue to renovate and upgrade existing parks, athletic facilities and playgrounds in order
to provide a safe open space environment.
Goal:
To provide cost-effective services and optimize benefits to citizens through cooperation within the
community, as well as the county and other agencies.
Objectives:
 To coordinate with land developers on providing public or semi-public recreational facilities.
 To encourage joint development of property and land acquisition for recreational purposes with
the Midlothian Independent School District (MISD).
 To encourage joint development of property and land acquisition for park, recreation, and open
space purposes with other public entities, educational entities, and Ellis County.
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POLICIES & ORDINANCES
The effectiveness of these implementation mechanisms is dependent upon the proper coordination of input
from contributing bodies or groups including elected City officials - appointed boards and commissions City staff, sports groups, and most importantly the citizens of Midlothian. All parties must communicate
and work collectively toward common goals. Only this sort of communication and coordination will ensure
successful development of the park system. An example of this communication, at the staff level, would be
the incorporation of the Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan during review of proposed
development plans by the City.

PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS
The City Council recognized the need for a comprehensive analysis of the park system in Midlothian. In
March of 2011 the City employed a private consulting firm (Dunkin Sims Stoffels, Inc.) to prepare the
Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan. The consultant worked with the City of Midlothian Parks &
Recreation Department staff to develop this Master Plan.
Meetings were held with the Midlothian Parks & Recreation Department staff to examine collected needs,
findings and preliminary recommendations. To obtain a comprehensive and complete analysis of the
City’s park and recreation needs, and park system, four methodologies were used for this evaluation:
public hearings, standards-based analysis, demand-based recreation analysis, and a statistically valid
phone survey conducted by the firm Raymond Turco and Associates. The Turco survey was conducted in
2009.
The time period of the financial plan, as set forth in Section VI of this Master Plan (specifically within the
Implementation sub-section), is ten (10) years. The prioritization listing contained in Section VI identifies
certain projections as high priorities for development with the priorities based on satisfying a
stipulated/recognized need. The Master Plan provides the City both short-range implementation
scheduling and long-range planning for future areas of urbanization. The service area studied for the
Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan includes the area within the City limits of Midlothian.
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II. Inventory of Areas & Facilities
CITY OF MIDLOTHIAN PARKS
The following information identifies existing parks and recreational facilities in each park. The listing is
an enumeration of the existing parks, their size and the park classification which best describes their
function within the City’s park system.

EXISTING NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS
Civic Center Park
Park Size:

6.0 Acres of Developed Park Land (Leased Park Property)

Park Location:

224 S. 11th Street

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

Multi-Purpose Fields
Restroom/Concession Stand
2 Backstops
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Kimmel Park
Park Size:

2.9 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

801 W. Avenue F. & N. 2nd Street

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

6 Picnic Tables
2 Playgrounds
Restroom
3 Benches
Gazebo
Drinking Fountain
85 Parking Spaces plus 4 Handicapped

Margie Webb Park
Park Size:

.25 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

200 S. 7th Street & W. Railway Avenue

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

1 Picnic Table
Bench
Pavilion
Playground
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Mountain Peak Community Park
Park Size:

10.0 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

6411 Hill Drive and W. FM 875

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

2 Playgrounds
Multi-Purpose Court
Pavilion
Restroom Building
Hike & Bike Trail
9 Picnic Tables
2 Backstops
Parking Lot

R id g e v ie w P a r k
Park Size:

8.6 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

750 Walter Stephenson Road

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

2 Picnic Tables
2 Park Benches
Covered Playground
Decomposed Granite Trail
Accent/Seasonal Landscaping
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EXISTING COMMUNITY PARKS
Hawkins Spring Park
Park Size:

21.7 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

1498 F.M. 1387

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

9 Picnic Tables
1 Playground
Benches
Parking Lot
Restrooms/Concession Building
Covered Pavilion
12 Soccer Fields
Drinking Fountain
Thor Guard Lightning Warning System

Jaycee Park
Park Size:

10.0 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

1711 Meadow Lane

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

5 Baseball/Softball Fields
Bleachers
2 Picnic Tables
Drinking Fountain
Playground
Restrooms/Concession Building
Parking Lot
Thor Guard Lightning Warning System
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Midlothian Sports Complex
Park Size:

10.6 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

1000 S. 14th Street

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

4 Softball Fields
1 Full Basketball Court
Bleachers
Restrooms/Concession Building
4 Sand Volleyball Courts
8 Tennis Courts
Thor Guard Lightning Warning System

EXISTING SPECIAL USE PARKS
Back Alley Plaza
Park Size:

1.0 Acre of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

152 Plaza Drive

Park Classification:

Special Use Park

Park Facilities:

Downtown Plaza
Decorative Fence
Parking Lot
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Heritage Park
Park Size:

1.0 Acre of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

234 N. 8th Street

Park Classification:

Special Use Park

Park Facilities:

Larkin Newton Log Cabin
1 Picnic Table
Walking Path
Parking Lot

Mockingbird Nature Park
Park Size:

71.69 Acres

Park Location:

1361 Onward Road and Mockingbird Lane

Park Classification:

Special Use

Park Facilities:

Hiking/Nature Trail
Butterfly Garden
Bluebird Nest Boxes
Native Grass Area
2 Benches
Parking Lot
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T r ia n g le P a r k
Park Size:

0.18 Acres

Park Location:

200 E. Avenue G

Park Classification:

Special Use Park

Park Facilities:

Sitting Area

UNDEVELOPED PARK LAND
The following park land is undeveloped and included in the park inventory. The tracts are identified on
the existing Park Plan with their acreage and tract letter reference. In the Future Park Improvements and
Recommendations section there are recommendations for improvement to some of the undeveloped tracts.
1.

Undeveloped Open Space

6.68 Acres

Tract A

2.

Undeveloped Special Use Park

21.12 Acres

Tract B

3.

Undeveloped Special Use Park

26.0 Acres

Tract C

4.

Undeveloped Community Park

22.0 Acres

Tract D

5.

Undeveloped Special Use Park

6.2 Acres

Tract E

6.

Future Community Park

104.0 Acres

Tract F

7.

Future Community Park

52.0 Acres

Tract G

8.

Undeveloped Community Park

34.043 Acres

Tract H

9.

Undeveloped Open Space

41.43 Acres

Tract I
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Table 1: Park Facility Inventory
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Plate 1: Existing Parks
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III.

Factors Influencing Planning for Parks

TRANSPORTATION ROUTES & THOROUGHFARES
Just as railroads were the catalyst for the growth of Texas towns like Midlothian in the early part of the
1900’s, thoroughfares have now become what the railroads once were. Midlothian is fortunate to have
several major thoroughfares that provide opportunities for the development of property within the City
Limits and ETJ. Specifically, State Highway 287 and State Highway 67 provide regional mobility and
access to Midlothian. Much retail and commercial development has already occurred along these
highways. This trend is likely to continue as the City becomes increasingly populated and the need for
retail and commercial development increases. These retail sales tax dollars represent an opportunity for
funding for the park and recreation services that Midlothian will need to support its growing number of
citizens.

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
The 2000 U.S. Census documented the
population of Midlothian to be 7,480. The
City has experienced a high rate of growth
since the 2000 Census, and the 2010 U.S.
Census recorded the population of Midlothian
at 18,037. Because of the geographical
location in the Dallas/Ft. Worth Metroplex,
Midlothian is anticipated to continue
experiencing rapid growth, making the
provision of park and recreational services
even more important to address in the short
and long terms.

Race & Age Composition
Table 2 illustrates the race and ethnic composition of the City of Midlothian according to the U.S. Census
Bureau. The table also illustrates the diversity of the local population. The White/Caucasian group
comprises the largest percentage at 88.5 percent, with the Other category representing the second
largest at 6.6 percent.
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The age composition of the population
within a city can also provide insight into
the types of park and recreation
facilities and services the City may need
to provide. As reflected in Table 3, the
largest age group is the School Age
Children & Young Adults (0-17 years
old).
This age group generally
represents a large number of people
that use a community’s park facilities
because of league sports and other
organized play activities. Midlothian
also has a high percentage of people in
the Prime Labor Force (25-44 years old);
many in this age group play organized
adult sports. The Older Labor Force and
the Elderly groups also together comprise a significant percentage of the City’s population at 30.4
percent; these groups tend to utilize hike-and bike trails and passive open space areas. Clearly, groups
of all of ages have recreational needs.

Household Income
Household income for Midlothian according to
the 2010 U.S. Census is shown in Table 4 (data
was gathered in 2009). Approximately 13
percent of the households in Midlothian were in
the range of $24,999 or less. However, the
highest percentage of households in Midlothian
in 2009 was within the $75,000.00 to
$99,999.00 income category. The lowest
percentages were in the range of $200,000
and above.
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PARKS, RECREATION & OPEN SPACE CLASSIFICATION
To deliver a variety of recreational features in an efficient manner, some type of relationship defining
system must be established among those facilities used for recreation. Guidelines and standards
recommended by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) have been followed by cities for
many years to define a hierarchy for their park systems. The NRPA made major revisions to their
recommendations for delivering park and recreation services in the publication, Parks, Recreation, Open
Space and Greenway Guidelines, published in December 1995. The classification system has been
changed slightly to more closely define a park space in relationship to its proposed use.
The following analysis identifies the NRPA classification of parks, their description, location criteria within
the community and criteria for size. Only the park classifications selected specifically for Midlothian are
defined in this section. Once established, these guidelines are then applicable for structuring the
Midlothian park system in an orderly manner responsive to the recreational demands being generated by
the present and future population.

Neighborhood Park
The neighborhood park is considered to be the most
important feature of a park system and is one of the
major cohesive elements in neighborhood design. Its
primary function is the provision of recreational space
NEIGHBORHOOD
PARK
for the entire neighborhood which surrounds it. Space in
the neighborhood park should be distributed between
active and passive uses.
(a). The neighborhood park should be located
near the center of a neighborhood
EXAMPLE OF A NEIGHBORHOOD PARK AND ITS RECOMMENDED
area/park planning area and have a
RELATIONSHIP TO THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD
service area of approximately one-half
mile to one-quarter mile.
EXAMPLE O A NEIGHBORHOOD PARK AND ITS RECOMMENDED
RELATIONSHIP TO THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD
(b). The size should be related to the service
area population and the menu of activities chosen for placement in the park. Five (5) to ten
(10) acres is the optimal size for this park.
(c). Safe and convenient pedestrian access is considered important to a neighborhood park
location.
(d). Generally, the location should not be adjacent to a heavily traveled major or minor
thoroughfare.
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(e). When it is possible to combine an elementary or middle school with this type of park, the
two features further enhance the identity of the neighborhood by providing a central
location for recreation and education and a significant open space feature within the
neighborhood.
(f). Facilities normally provided at a neighborhood park consist of:
1. Playground equipment for small children.
2. A multiple purpose hard surfaced play area.
3. Space for court games, such as basketball, tennis, volleyball and in-line hockey in
addition to walking/jogging trails.
4. Playfield space for non-organized competitive games such as baseball, football and
soccer.
5. Passive space possibly for a pavilion with tables and grills, restrooms, drinking
fountains and sitting areas.
6. Off-street parking is a consideration if users are beyond an acceptable walking
distance or if users need to drive to access the park.
7. It is not desirable to light athletic facilities in a neighborhood environment since
lighting is often objectionable to nearby residents; however, some lighting for security
purposes should be incorporated into the park.
8. The allocation of space in the neighborhood park should be approximately 50
percent passive area and 50 percent active area. The above facilities are those
generally considered for active space. The passive space should be used to develop
the character of the park by creating an open landscaped setting with trails, sitting
area, and picnic space. This park becomes an integral part of the neighborhood.

Community Park
A community park is larger in size than a neighborhood
park and provides service to several neighborhoods or
specific sections of the community. The community park is
oriented primarily toward providing recreational
opportunities not feasible in a neighborhood park. This
type of park should be developed for both active and
EXAMPLE OF A TYPICAL COMMUNITY PARK
passive use.
(a). A community park serves several neighborhood areas, and should therefore be conveniently
accessible by automobile and include provisions for off-street parking.
(b). The optimal size for the community park is between 40 and 150 acres. This size should be
based on its intended use and the population residing in the service area. Natural features
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(c).
(d).
(e).
(f).
(g).
(h).
(i).
(j).
(k).

(l).
(m).

such as terrain, tree cover, flood prone areas, and water features are all factors to be used
in selecting and sizing this type of park.
Activities provided should include both active and passive space.
Space for active uses associated with neighborhood parks including field and court games.
Passive spaces more extensive than the neighborhood park for trails, natural areas,
picnicking, and ornamental or natural landscape areas.
Facilities for cultural activities such as plays or concerts; possibly provide an amphitheater.
Lighted or unlighted athletic fields or facilities may be placed in community parks provided
careful thought is given to their design and location.
A community park should be well removed from the residential environment due to the
traffic, noise, and lights associated with the sports complex.
Based on use, accessibility and other requirements, the community park should be located in
a non-residential area served by major thoroughfares.
Sites are not recommended to be less than 40 acres with the optimal site ranging upward to
80-150 acres, if demand is present.
Although community parks are designed primarily for competitive play by both young
people and adults, other features should be included in the complex. Among these are play
apparatus, court game space, picnicking facilities, and trails.
Support facilities in a sports complex include restrooms, concessions, multi-purpose
building(s), and maintenance facilities.
Parking is a major consideration for the sports complex. Spaces should be allocated to
accommodate those currently participating, those lingering following the previous games
and those arriving to participate in the next scheduled game.

Greenways / Open Space
This classification applies to types of land which have characteristics either identifying them as
undevelopable land or suitable for use as a component linking other park areas.
(a). These spaces are generally natural corridors along creeks/flood prone areas or along
easements containing a man-made feature.
(b). There is no specific size for these spaces; however, establishing a minimum width is
important to the function of the greenway, particularly if used as a location for a trail. This
width should not be less than 50 feet. Where the greenway is on either side of a natural
drainage course, a minimum of fifteen feet shall be provided for foot traffic or motorized
vehicles performing maintenance along the greenway.
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Special Use Park
These parks or recreational spaces are identified by a single use, and fall into three categories:
(a). Historical/cultural/social sites - which offer recreational opportunities because of their
unique characteristics; examples in Midlothian include Heritage Park, Back Alley Plaza, and
Mockingbird Nature Park.
(b). Recreational facilities - single purpose facilities such as a senior center, community center,
golf course, or marina.
(c). Outdoor recreational facilities - uses such as a tennis center, stadium, or possibly a special
type of sports complex designed specifically for a single sport.
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IV. Needs Assessment & Identification
GENERAL ASSESSMENT
The City of Midlothian currently provides park and recreational facilities to residents of Midlothian and
citizens who live in the Midlothian extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ). It should be noted that ETJ residents
use City park facilities and recreational facilities nearly as much as City residents. The City Council may
wish to explore policy initiatives, such as annexation, needed to equalize this cost vs. benefit imbalance.

PUBLIC INPUT MEETINGS
The City of Midlothian held three (3)
public input meetings to receive citizens’
comments on the park and recreational
needs within the City. Two of the meetings
were held with the general public and one
was held with Midlothian senior citizens.
The public meetings were advertised in the
local newspaper and the City’s website.
Two of the meetings were held at the
Midlothian Conference Center.
Both
meetings were well attended with
approximately
25-30
people
in
attendance for the March 28, 2011
meeting and 20-25 people in attendance
for the March 29, 2011 meeting.
Comments from the public varied and addressed a wide range of park facilities. Several of the
comments addressed the lack of park facilities in Midlothian such as splash parks, football facilities, and
nature or open space opportunities. Many of the comments focused on parks and recreation facilities in
adjacent cities. People expressed their desires to have those same types of facilities in Midlothian to
avoid traveling and to improve the quality of life in Midlothian. Multi-use trails were requested and
ranked number one on the priority listing of recreational amenities desired. The future Midlothian
Community Park was mentioned and questions were asked about the proposed uses for the park and
future master plan. The public input at each meeting was recorded and analyzed. Table 5 illustrates the
priority of recreational needs identified by the public.
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SENIOR CITIZEN MEETING
On April 7, 2011 a meeting was held with Midlothian Senior Citizens in the Midlothian Community Center
during their weekly luncheon. There were approximately 40 to 45 senior citizens present at the meeting
along with Midlothian staff members Jim Berman, Park and Recreation Manager, Ryan Spencer,
Comprehensive Planning Manager and Dennis Sims with Dunkin Sims Stoffels, Inc.
A variety of recreational requests and comments were made, recorded and documented. The
recreational elements listed in Table 6 are listed in priority of need as identified by the Senior Citizens.
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STANDARD-BASED ANALYSIS
This approach is used to assist in assessing the future recreational needs, and follows established and
recognized standards for assessing the quantity of park land and the number of facilities that are
required to meet the needs of a given population.

FacilityRecreation
Standard
One source is the National
Recreation
and
Park
Association (NRPA).
The
NRPA has functioned as a
source of guidance for park
standards and development
for a number of years. The
NRPA’s
standards
are
suggested to be a guide for
determining park and open
space needs.
From
community to community,
differences will be found in
the socio-economic and
cultural characteristics, and in
climatic
conditions.
Therefore, the range of
demands and preferences
for recreational activities will
vary with these differences.
Obviously, these variances
will directly influence a
uniform standard for all
locations. NRPA is very specific to point out that their data is to be used only as a guide to the
development of local standards. Therefore, the NRPA provides input to the formation of local needs.
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The standard analysis has been prepared for the current City population of approximately 18,037within
Table 7on the previous page, and for the future projected populations of 33,766 in the year 2020 (Table
8 below), and 60,000 in the year 2025 (Table 9 on the following page). Also shown (in Table 10 on the
following page) is an analysis for the projected build-out population of 86,000 for the City and ETJ. This
is a standard comparison which illustrates the level of services provided at 18,037 and what the
projected facilities need would be for these various anticipated population levels.
Again, it is important to note that these are national standards and the comparison will vary from city-tocity. It is common for larger cities to provide recreational facilities for smaller communities nearby.
Often, smaller communities do not have recreational facilities and depend on larger area cities for these
resources. The Midlothian Parks System provides recreational opportunities for citizens outside the City
limits.
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Park Land Analysis
Park land analysis is also evaluated on the basis of Midlothian’s current population, as shown below in
Table 11. This evaluation is a reliable guide and analysis for park land comparison. The acreage
required per 1,000 populations varies for each park classification. For long range planning, this is a
useful tool for determining future park land acreage acquisition. There is a more detailed discussion
addressing park land acquisition in Section V – Future Park Improvements and Recommendations.

As mentioned previously, the neighborhood park is an important aspect to the overall municipal park
system. The ratio of 2.5 acres per 1,000 population should not be confused with the minimum acreage
size. The minimum acreage for a neighborhood park should be five (5) acres for several important
reasons. A minimum of five (5) acres provides enough land to develop playgrounds, small pavilions, etc.
A smaller tract will limit the facilities and the recreational opportunities available to citizens. In the event
that a city accepts a smaller tract of land, in the one (1) acre to three (3) acre range, maintenance of
these parks would be time consuming and would also require an increase to the City’s maintenance
budget. A minimum of five (5) acre tracts is therefore recommended for Neighborhood Park
development.
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DEMAND-BASED ANALYSIS
Sports League Association Interviews
On April 7, 2011 the following Midlothian leagues were interviewed at the Midlothian City Hall.
League presidents, board members or representatives were questioned and explained their league size,
membership, league activities and field use. The following was documented.

Midlothian Baseball Association
In the spring of 2011 the Midlothian Baseball Association had
401 participants, with approximately 13 children per team; the
equals to approximately 31 teams. Each team played two (2)
games per week. In order to provide each team two games
per week the league used the fields on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday nights and on Saturday from 9:00 AM
until 6:00 PM. The league currently has enough field capacity
to accommodate these teams and games. However, using the
fields five days a week leaves little room for expansion or growth. The baseball league will need
additional fields in the near future.

Midlothian Girls Softball Association
The Midlothian Girls Softball Association uses the fields at Midlothian Sports Complex. The league has
316 members and 24 teams. In the spring league they use three (3) of the four (4) fields. In the spring
the fourth field is used by the Midlothian High School Girls Softball Team for practice and games. The
Girls Softball League uses the fields on Monday, Thursday, and Friday. Currently they do not have a
need for additional fields.

Midlothian Soccer Association
The Midlothian Soccer Association uses the soccer fields at
Hawkins Spring Park for their league play. The league
had approximately 915 members which composed
approximately 83 teams. The league played games on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. There are
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twelve (12) fields in Hawkins Spring Park that the league uses. At present, twelve (12) fields are
adequate to serve their needs. However, there were other issues which effect league play and games.
There are traffic and parking concerns at Hawkins Spring Park during league play. The park is crowded
and vehicular ingress and egress is a problem. The turf at Hawkins Spring Park is in poor to fair
condition due to the shallow top soil, over-use, and lack of irrigation. The Soccer Association has
expanded beyond the capacity that Hawkins Spring Soccer Complex can provide. With the 915
participants, traffic issues, and turf condition Hawkins Spring Park cannot provide adequate fields.

Midlothian Football Association
The Midlothian Football Association has 9 teams with approximately 20 kids per team. The Football
Association currently practices at Civic Center Park and plays their homes games at Don Floyd Varsity
Field. The Midlothian I.S.D. allows the league to use the field at Don Floyd on a year-by-year basis. The
Midlothian I.S.D. has future plans for the stadium and at some point the field will not be available to the
Football Association. The league is growing at a rate of ten percent (10%) per year. Once Don Floyd
Field is not available to the league they will not have a facility or home field in Midlothian.

Midlothian Tennis Association
The Midlothian Tennis Association shares the tennis courts at the Midlothian Sports Complex with
Midlothian I.S.D. teams. One feature the Association requested was a shaded tennis facility. This would
extend the court use during June through August.

STATISTICALLY VALID TELEPHONE SURVEY
In 2009, the City of Midlothian retained the public opinion research firm Raymond Turco & Associates to
conduct a scientifically valid sampling of residents in the community to generate an analysis of their
attitudes and how they relate to recreation in the City. The survey was designed to examine residents’
participation in recreational activities, as well as to assess needs in the community, especially as they
relate to Parks and Recreation. The information gathered from this survey allows elected officials and
City staff to better understand the recreational needs and desires of the citizenry. The Executive
Summary and the Cumulative Results are in the Appendix of this Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master
Plan. A complete copy of the full survey results can be found in the Parks and Recreation Department.
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V. Future Park Improvements & Recommendations
EXISTING PARK IMPROVEMENTS
Because of the geographical limits and boundaries of the City, the focus of this section will be the
renovation of existing parks. The improvements are based on an analysis of existing facilities.
Descriptions of these parks and related recommendations begin below.

Civic Center Park
Park Size:

6.0 Acres of Developed Park land (Leased Park Property)

Park Location:

224 S. 11th Street

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

Multi-Purpose Fields, Restroom/Concession Stand,
2 Backstops.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
No Improvements are planned at this time
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Kimmel Park
Park Size:

2.9 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

801 W. Avenue F & N. 2nd Street

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

6 Picnic Tables, 2 Playgrounds, Restroom, 3 Benches,
Gazebo, Drinking Fountain, 85 Parking Spaces plus
4 Handicapped.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:





Picnic Tables
Trail Lighting
Irrigation System
New Restroom

Margie Webb Park
Park Size:

.25 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

200 S. 7th Street & W. Railway Avenue

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

1 Picnic Table, Bench, Pavilion, Playground

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
Prepare a Master Plan for the park – New elements may
include:

New Covered Playground

Fence on North Side of Park

Redesign Master Plan
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Mountain Peak Community Park
Park Size:

10.0 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

6411 Hill Drive and W. FM 875

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

2 Playgrounds, Multi-Purpose Court, Pavilion, Restroom
Building, Hike & Bike Trail, 9 Picnic Tables,
2 Backstops, Parking Lot.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:



Covered Playground
Additional Tree Planting

R id g e v ie w P a r k
Park Size:

8.6 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

750 Walter Stephenson Road

Park Classification:

Neighborhood Park

Park Facilities:

2 Picnic Tables, Covered Playground, 2 Park Benches,
Decomposed Granite Trail, Accent/Seasonal Landscaping.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:



Seasonal Color Bed/Additional Landscape
Parking Lot
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Hawkins Spring Park
Park Size:

21.7 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

1498 F.M. 1387

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

9 Picnic tables, 1 Playground, Benches, Parking Lot,
Restrooms/Concession Building, Covered Pavilion,
12 Soccer Fields, Drinking Fountain, Thor Guard Lightning
Warning System.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
Once the Community Park on Ashford is complete it is
recommended to convert the 21.7 acre park to
accommodate alternative sports and activities.



•
•
•
•
•

Prepare a Master Plan for the Park
Hike and Bike Trail
Large Picnic Pavilion (150 people)
BMX Track
Skate Board Facility
Roller Hockey
Spray Park
Review Vehicular Ingress/Egress
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Jaycee Park
Park Size:

10.0 Acres of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

1711 Meadow Lane

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

5 Baseball/Softball Fields, Bleachers, 2 Picnic Tables,
Drinking Fountain, Playground, Restrooms/Concession
Building, Parking Lot, Thor Guard Lightning Warning
System.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
Once the Community Park on Ashford and 14th Street is
complete it is recommended to convert the 10.0 Acre Park
Site to accommodate adult softball. Typical elements
would consist of:

Possibly Three Adult Softball Fields

Hike & Bike Trail

Playground

Picnic Pavilion

Multi-Purpose Court

Renovate or Relocate the Restroom/Concession

Open Space

Page 32

Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan

Midlothian Sports Complex
Park Size:

10.6 Acre Sports Park

Park Location:

1000 S. 14th Street

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

4 Softball Fields, 1 Full Basketball Court, Bleachers,
Restrooms/Concession Building, 4 Sand Volleyball Courts,
8 Tennis Courts, Thor Guard Lightning Warning System.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:








Trees and Landscape Beautification
Move Fence into 225’ Radius on Red, Yellow, and
Green Fields
(2) Scoreboards
Covered Playground
Covered Picnic Area
Relocate Lights for Girls Softball
Concrete Parking Lot/Traffic Control (150 Spaces)

Back Alley Plaza
Park Size:

1.0 Acre of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

152 Plaza Drive

Park Classification:

Special Use Park

Park Facilities:

Downtown Plaza
Decorative Fence, Parking Lot.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
Prepare a Master Plan for the Redevelopment of Back
Alley Plaza which may include:

Add Gazebo/Performance Stage Structure

Water Features
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Heritage Park
Park Size:

1.0 Acre of Developed Park Land

Park Location:

234 N. 8th Street

Park Classification:

Special Use Park

Park Facilities:

Larkin Newton Log Cabin, 1 Picnic Table,
Walking Path, Parking Lot.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:



Add Park Benches
Add Picnic Table

Mockingbird Nature Park
Park Size:

71.69 Acres

Park Location:

1361 Onward Road and Mockingbird Lane

Park Classification:

Special Use

Park Facilities:

Hiking/Nature Trail, Butterfly Garden, Bluebird Nest Boxes,
Native Grass Area, 2 Benches, Parking Lot.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:





Trail
Education Kiosks
Second Pedestrian Entrance
Pipe Rail Fence Adjacent to Mockingbird
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T r ia n g le P a r k
Park Size:

.18 Acres

Park Location:

200 E. Avenue G

Park Classification:

Special Use Park

Park Facilities:

Sitting Area

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:


Seasonal Color Planting Bed

Undeveloped Open Space
Park Size:

6.68 Acres

Park Location:

Map Reference: Tract A

Park Classification:

Open Space

Park Facilities:

None

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
None at this time
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Undeveloped Special Use Park
Park Size:

21.12 Acres

Park Location:

Map Reference: Tract B

Park Classification:

Open Space

Park Facilities:

None

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
None at this time

Undeveloped Special Use Park
Park Size:

26.0 Acres

Park Location:

Map Reference: Tract C

Park Classification:

Special Use Park

Park Facilities:

None

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
None at this time
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Undeveloped Community Park
Park Size:

22.0 Acres

Park Location:

Map Reference: Tract D

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

None

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
None at this time

Undeveloped Special Use Park
Park Size:

6.2 Acres

Park Location:

Map Reference: Tract E

Park Classification:

Special Use Park

Park Facilities:

None

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
Possible Dog Park Site
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Future Community Park
Park Size:

104.0 Acres

Park Location:

Map Reference: Tract F

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

None

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:











Hike and Bike Trails
Amphitheater
Splash Park
Basketball Courts
Tennis Courts
Athletic Fields
Fishing Piers
Picnic Pavilions
Playgrounds
Open Space
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Future Community Park
Park Size:

52.0 Acres

Park Location:

Map Reference: Tract G

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

None

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:




Hike and Bike Trail
Nature Trails
Camping Opportunities
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Undeveloped Community Park
Park Size:

34.043 Acres

Park Location:

Map Reference: Tract H

Park Classification:

Community Park

Park Facilities:

None

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
None at this time
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Undeveloped Open Space
Park Size:

41.43 Acres

Park Location:

Map Reference: Tract I

Park Classification:

Open Space

Park Facilities:

None

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS:
None at this time
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FUTURE NEIGHBORHOOD PARK ACQUISITION
The neighborhood park is considered to be the core unit in a municipal park system because it provides
recreation opportunities within walking distance in a neighborhood. The City of Midlothian has a
distribution of neighborhood parks and community parks within the City limits. Both park classifications
provide recreational opportunities which are typical to neighborhood areas and can serve neighborhood
areas.
The City is projecting to increase its existing population from 18,037 in 2010 to 33,000 by the year
2020. This creates a challenge for Midlothian to provide for adequate park and recreational facilities.
The Park and Recreation Department will have to adjust to the growing population as the Midlothian City
limits expand by acquiring park land as the City develops; once land is developed for residential and
commercial uses, the best opportunity for park land acquisition is lost unless park land is acquired
concurrently with the new development.
The City will need to acquire approximately 17.25 acres of neighborhood park land in order to meet the
projected 2020 population of 33,000. The future park plan illustrates an additional need of 13
neighborhood parks. It should be noted that the location of neighborhood parks, as illustrated on the
Future Park Plan, is general in location and is not intended to identify specific parcels or lots for park land
acquisition; the Midlothian Park Department and Planning Department will recommend property
acquisition to the Parks and Recreation Board and City Council based on future growth trends and land
availability.

FUTURE COMMUNITY PARKS, GREENBELTS AND SPECIAL USE PARKS
Community Parks
Community parks typically provide organized athletic fields and other associated park facilities such as
playgrounds, pavilions, splash pads, trails, etc. Currently, Midlothian services citizens outside the City
limits and in Ellis County, which creates a need for more park facilities for the City. It should be noted
that ETJ residents comprise nearly one-half of all recreational users. In 2006 the City of Midlothian had
60 acres of community park land in the park system. In the last five (5) years the City has acquired an
additional 194.34 acres of community park land. This additional acreage has been classified as
community park land although it may also serve as open space. The City should continue this impressive
and positive approach to park land acquisition in order to purchase and preserve the land so potential
recreational demands for the future can be addressed.

Page 42

Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan
The shortage of park facilities has been amplified through public hearings and sports association
interviews. To address this need the City acquired a 104 acre tract and a 52 acre tract of land on the
northwest corner of Ashford and future 14th Street. The proposed recreational elements for the park will
be football fields, baseball/softball fields, soccer fields, playgrounds, hike and bike trails, splash pads,
tennis courts, basketball courts, amphitheater, water oriented recreational opportunities, and nature and
passive interpretive opportunities. Due to limited funding, the park may have to be completed in phases.
Although it is anticipated sections of the park may be open by late 2012 to early 2013, a specific time
table and date have not been set.

Indoor Recreation Centers
The City of Midlothian has several needs at this time in terms of its parks system. An indoor recreation
center is one of these needs. Typically, cities provide indoor recreational opportunities in the form of a
recreation center. These facilities provide for organized work out programs such as aerobic exercise,
weight lifting, and stationary low-impact bikes and treadmills. Basketball and racquetball also cultivate
recreation opportunities. Typically, recreation centers are approximately 20,000 to 35,000 square feet.
These facilities range in cost between $2,000,000 to $14,000,000 dollars. This cost is based on the
final square footage and the amenities in the center. The City should plan on construction of this facility
within the next five to ten years.

Aquatic Facilities
Aquatic facilities were mentioned as desired recreational elements
during public hearings and telephone surveys. Aquatic facilities can
be built as full service aquatic parks, which consist of pools, slides,
wading pools and water play features. Initial cost for a facility of
this type is estimated at $3,000,000 to $6,000,000. These large
multi-million dollar water parks often have a service area larger than
the City limits of Midlothian and are typically classified as a regional
facility. The City should look at a marketing study or a feasibility
analysis while considering an aquatic facility of this scale.

Example of Aquatic Facility
City of Roanoke, Texas

Another feature is a spray park or splash park, which can be built with approximately $200,000 to
$500,000. The ultimate size of an aquatic facility is largely dependent on the service area. These types
of facilities are often located in community parks. The City should plan to construct an aquatic facility
within the next five years. The City is planning a spray park at Kimmel Park and a spray park may be
considered at the new community park.
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Greenbelts and Open Space
In 2006 the City did not have any park land in the Open Space/Greenbelt category. Since 2006 the
City has acquired 23 acres of open space. One of the primary uses of greenbelts and open space is for
hike and bike trail corridors. Based on the Needs Assessment survey and the Ten-Year Priority List on
Page 46, hike and bike trails or multi-use trails has been identified as the number one requested
recreational element in Midlothian. The trails were also identified as the number one priority in the 2006
Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan. Although trails are developed in neighborhood and
community parks, the most optimal location is in the greenbelts and open spaces of creek corridors.
These trails can become destination trails to adjacent cities and internal to Midlothian provide pedestrian
trails to retail areas, and to connect parks to other parks and public areas.
When property adjacent to creeks and floodplains is developed, floodplain property should be
dedicated to the City for Open Space and Greenbelts.
The City should accept floodplain areas as a donation and should not purchase the land, unless the City
foresees a need for a critical purchase in order to preserve land and/or provide a link to another park.
These open spaces preserve trees and native areas and enhance the educational and passive use of
floodplains and open space for park patrons.

Special Use Parks
The City has several special use parks. Back Alley Plaza, Heritage Park, Kimmel Park, Triangle Park and
the Mockingbird Nature Center are examples of special use parks. Heritage Park illustrates the historical
aspects of Midlothian. The City may acquire/construct additional special use facilities such as a possible
tennis center, golf course or aquatic facility. The Mockingbird Nature Park should continue to develop as
a preserve and open space. A Master Plan for this park should be considered by the City.

Historic Structures
The City of Midlothian is fortunate to have several historic
structures in the City which provide a look back at the early
settlement history of Midlothian.
There are at least two (2) structures which could be placed within
the Midlothian park system - the Anderson Family Farm structures and the Historic gymnasium at J.R. Irvin
Elementary School. The Anderson Family Farm structures consist of the original house built, an original
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barn and two sheds. If these structures are to be saved they will
have to be relocated to another site. City parks can provide land
for this purpose. Once the structures are moved and restored they
could provide citizens and tourists a glimpse of life in the early
historic settlement of Midlothian.
The gymnasium at J.R. Irvin Elementary School could be restored
and utilized for a variety of uses. Typical uses for the gymnasium
could include indoor recreational activities, youth indoor activities
and other community uses such as reunions, conferences, or for
instructional or classroom purposes. The gymnasium is currently
being used by the Midlothian I.S.D. The rafter support system was
designed by German structural engineers and is unique in its form
and appearance. A Feasibility Study would have to be performed
to insure the structure meets current building codes before any
major renovations were undertaken.
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VI. Ten Year City Priority List
The Ten-Year Action Plan/Priority List as outlined in Table 12 represents the culmination of the Parks,
Recreation & Open Space Master Plan. It is the synoptic conclusion of the park master planning process.
Annual review of the action plan by the City Staff, City Council members, Midlothian Parks and
Recreation Board members and citizens will allow analysis of action item recommendations for acquisition,
improvements and new facilities to enhance the quality of Midlothian Parks and Recreation System to
maximum effect.
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Plate 2: Future Park Plan
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VII. Park & Open Space Maintenance Standards
The purpose of this section is to provide a general analysis of municipal park maintenance. The following
park maintenance standards for the Midlothian park system are classified into four (4) levels of
maintenance. The levels are designated by Class A, Class B, Class C and Class D, with Class A serving as
the highest level of maintenance in terms of man-hours and cost.
The following chart is based on the National Recreation and Park Association’s maintenance labor
standards. Although the classification system provides a realistic guide to park maintenance, it should be
noted that the labor equipment and materials needed are general in nature and can be used as a
starting point to establish park maintenance budgets. Each park superintendent has a different
philosophy and approach to park maintenance and alternative ways to achieve their maintenance goals.
These charts and man-hours are only for park maintenance. They do not include hours for preparation of
special events, such as parades, concerts, Christmas lighting, etc.
The City currently maintains Hawkins Spring Park, Jaycee Park, and the Midlothian Sports Park. The
remaining parks are contracted out to private companies. Based on the standards from the National
Recreation and Park Association it takes 118 man-hours to maintain one acre of park land. The 118
hours is an average which consists of all types of
park land in the City. Therefore, per acre
maintenance costs would be 118 acre hours x
$12.00 per hour (Midlothian average rate) + 75%
for equipment and supplies. The maintenance and
operation of park cost in Midlothian would be
estimated as $2,478.00 per acre.
The Maintenance Level Costs chart provides a
maintenance level with a percentage factor for
equipment and supplies.
Appendix C identifies and describes the four levels of park maintenance classifications and the minimum
standards for each class. The existing parks in Midlothian are also designated into each maintenance
class.
As a municipal park system evolves and develops, care and maintenance of the parks, open spaces and
recreation equipment must be maintained. The maintenance costs identified above is a simple reminder
of on-going employee and budget requirements which must be established.
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VIII. Plan Summary
This Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan is a fluid planning tool which will guide the development
and acquisition of new park land and recreational facilities. This master plan has updated the
demographic of the City and prepared a new need assessment identifying the need for park
improvements, recreational athletic fields, facilities, and restoration of existing parks. As with any public
or municipal project, the amount of available funding or the potential to retire debt is the controlling
factor in deciding which project or projects should be completed first.
As identified, renovation projects for existing parks typically have smaller construction budgets. The
renovations specified in this park master plan outline required improvements and some new construction.
These types of projects generally receive money from the City’s general fund and/or a bond issue which
requires voter approval. Projects of this nature and scope outlined in this Master Plan would take
approximately 6 to 8 months to complete. The larger renovation projects, such as field renovation, should
allow for 18 to 20 months to complete. This includes development of plans and specifications and
construction.
The update of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan recommends additional park land
acquisition, new and renovation park improvement for the next ten years. The Ten-Year Priority List was
established with citizen input, needed park improvement and specific requests. The priority list is a guide
the City should follow to assist in the decision making process regarding park development and park land
acquisition.
The current economy and future economic trends always effect the decision making process regarding all
types of municipal infrastructure. This Master Plan should be reviewed every year by staff and an
annual report prepared and presented to the Midlothian Park Board, 4B Economic Development Board,
and City Council outlining accomplishments during that fiscal year.
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IMPLEMENTATION
Identified within this section are the ways and methods of implementing the recommendations within this
Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan. Critical to its implementation is the action plan, which should
be developed annually by the City of Midlothian.

Policies and Ordinances
The accuracy of these implementation mechanisms is dependent upon the proper coordination of input
from contributing bodies including City officials, elected and appointed, City staff, the Midlothian school
district, surrounding municipalities, sports groups, and most importantly the citizens of Midlothian. All
parties must communicate and work collectively toward common goals, only this will ensure the successful
development of the park system. An example of this communication, at the staff level, would be the
incorporation of the Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan during review of proposed development
plans with various entities involved.
Ordinances provide the legal framework for implementation of this Master Plan, and therefore, aid in
park system development and protection. Outlined below are several ordinances directly related to
park land acquisition and development.

Watershed Management & Drainageway Ordinances
These ordinances protect and preserve greenbelts and floodplains. They provide a tool to manage the
drainage and floodplains within Midlothian. The ordinances respond to Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) mandates for cities. These
tools may be drafted in a format as restrictive as the City wishes. A reciprocal benefit of the
preservation of these areas would be their use as linear greenbelts and connections to destinations
throughout the City.

Funding Sources
This Parks, Recreation & Open Space Master Plan recommends the development of a number of new
parks, and further development in some existing parks. Once completed, these recommended
improvements represent a substantial public investment in parks and open space as the City grows and
develops. The various sources of funds for these improvements are as important as the diversity of those
sources. When there are several sources of funds for implementing this Master Plan, then no one source is
over-burdened and the Master Plan has a better probability of being successfully implemented. The
sources discussed below relate to the purchase and/or development and renovation/expansion of park
land and facilities.
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GENERAL FUND
This source of funding is supported by ad valorem tax revenues and is generally the primary source
of funds for maintenance and operation of the existing park system. The general fund is also the
source for projects requiring smaller amounts of capital investment. Although projects funded by this
source make a small annual contribution to the expansion of the park system, analysis over a number
of years usually reflects a major accomplishment in improvements to the park system. It is important
to include funding for on-going maintenance and staff requirements for new developments and
improvements.

BONDS
Bonds are generally the most common source used by cities for the purchase of land and for
providing development monies. There are two types of bonds which are used for parks, both of which
must be approved by referendum.

GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND
The General Obligation Bond is amortized using ad valorem taxes and is used for the funding of
capital projects which are not supported by a revenue source. These projects include water service,
sanitary sewer service, and park acquisition and development. The availability of bonding for parks
is often dependent upon the overall municipal needs financed by this source. Capital items such as
purchase of land and physical improvements with a useable life expectancy of 15 to 20 years can be
funded with general obligation bonds.

REVENUE BONDS
Revenue bonds finance projects which produce enough revenue to retire their debt, such as, golf
course, batting cages and enterprise oriented park projects.

PRIVATE DONATIONS
This source of financial assistance would usually come from a citizen, organization, or business which
has an interest in assisting with the development of the park system. Land dedication is not an
uncommon occurrence when property is being developed. The location of a neighborhood park within
a residential development offers additional value to residential units within that neighborhood,
especially if the residential development is occupied by younger families with children. Although the
future dedication of neighborhood park land is considered a limited resource in central Midlothian
due to the extent that development has occurred and the small size and configuration of remaining
parcels within most areas of Midlothian, it nevertheless remains a viable means of acquiring land.
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Once property is acquired through this method, the City should be prepared to improve the facility
for use within a reasonable length of time.
Private donations may also be received in the form of funds, facilities, recreation equipment, art or
in-kind services. Donations from local and regional businesses as sponsors for events or facilities
should be pursued. A Parks Improvement Trust Fund may be set up to manage donations by service
organizations, benevolent citizens, willed estates and other donated sources. The purpose of this trust
is to establish a permanent source of principle value that will increase as donations occur. The
principal cannot be decreased; however, the annual interest can be used for park development.

SALES TAX OPTION (4B)
The passage of Senate Bill 376 in 1992 gave cities an economic development tool which provided a
sales tax that could be levied for park and recreation purposes. Midlothian has passed a 4B sales
tax which is dedicated to economic development and community projects.

TEXAS RECREATION AND PARKS ACCOUNT (TRPA) PROGRAM
Texas Local Parks, Recreation and Open Space Fund is administered by the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD). The TPWD program allows a city to request matching funds for both the
acquisition and construction of park facilities. Currently, funds are available on a fifty percent (50%)
cost share basis; the maximum funding varies from year to year and is established by the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department. The grant is secured through submission of an application which
follows a standard format for applicants. All applications received are ranked on a point system
which is designed to evaluate the need for the purchase or construction being requested. Funds are
distributed among the applicants having the greater number of points until all allocated funds are
expended.
Applications to TPWD can be made annually with a six-month waiting period following the submission
date before the successful applications are notified. The number of applications a city may submit at
any given time is based on past performance on grants and TPWD evaluation criteria. This funding
source is used by many communities. The competitiveness of the program generally allows cities
having bona fide park needs to prevail in obtaining funds.

TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT FUNDING
This funding source was recently reauthorized by Congress. It was intended to provide a funding
mechanism for federal transportation programs for the next five years. Project funding and
management of this program is handled by the Texas Department of Transportation (TCDOT). The
funds were cut in 2007 for enhancement programs but may become available again in the future.
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The funding for this reimbursement program is at 80% with the remaining 20% coming from the
applicant as cash and/or in-kind services.

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM
This funding source provides funding for programs and projects that enhance non-vehicular mobility
between schools and neighborhoods. The cost of reimbursement program funds at 100% and is also
managed by TXDOT.

RECREATION TRAILS PROGRAM (RTP)
These funds can be spent to construct new recreational trails, improve/maintain existing trails,
develop/improve trailheads or trailside facilities, and acquire trail corridors/easements. It is also a
cost reimbursement program.

MAINTENANCE FEES AND NON-RESIDENT FEES
These fees ($5.00 for residents and $7.00 for non-residents) are collected from users, and are used
to offset the cost associated with the maintenance of the parks. Non-residents may be charged a fee
for the use of Midlothian facilities which is used to offset a fraction of the cost associated with the
programs. This decision should be reviewed with City staff and the sports leagues. Approximately
one-half of users reside outside the City.

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS DISTRICT (P.I.D.)
When authorized by City Council in compliance with state laws, new developments can establish a
Public Improvement District (P.I.D.). As a taxing district, the P.I.D. provides funds specifically for the
operation and maintenance of public facilities such as parks and major boulevards.

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT (T.I.F.)
A T.I.F. is a tool used by local government to finance public improvements in a defined area as
approved by the City Council. When an area is designated a T.I.F. district the tax base is frozen at
the current level. As development occurs within the T.I.F., the increased value of property, the tax
increment is captured. The tax increments are posted to a separate fund to finance public
improvements within the district.
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APPENDIX ‘A’
TYPICAL NEIGHBORHOOD PARK LAND ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT
COST
Typical Neighborhood Park Land Acquisition:
(10.0 acres @ $20,000 per acre)
Typical Neighborhood Park Development Costs:
Playgrounds with Shade Structures
Concrete Hike & Bike Trail (8’ wide, ½ mile long)
Practice Backstop
15-Space Parking Lot
Multi-Purpose Court
Turf and Irrigation (10-acre site)
Drinking Fountain
Small Picnic Shelter with 5 tables
Park Benches(s)

$ 200,000.00
$ 90,000.00
$ 95,000.00
$ 15,000.00
$ 30,000.00
$ 45,000.00
$120,000.00
$ 6,000.00
$ 60,000.00
$ 7,500.00
$ 468,500.00

Total Land Acquisition and Development Cost
per Neighborhood Park:

$ 668,500.00
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APPENDIX ‘C’
Park Classification and Maintenance Standards
Midlothian Parks Department
General Statement
Class A

High Maintenance mow once per week
Flower and Shrub Beds
•
•
•

Class B

High Maintenance mow once per week
Limited flower beds, shrub beds are included
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Class C

Civic Center Park
Kimmel Park
Margie Webb Park
Mountain Peak Community Park
Ridgeview Park
Hawkins Spring Park
Jaycee Park
Midlothian Sports Complex
Future Community Park
Future Community Park

Medium to Low Maintenance
Mow as needed during the season
No irrigation
•

Class D

Back Alley Plaza
Heritage Park
Triangle Park

Mockingbird Nature Park

Mow 1 to 2 times annually or as needed
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Undeveloped Open Space
Undeveloped Special Use Park
Undeveloped Special Use Park
Undeveloped Community Park
Undeveloped Special Use Park
Undeveloped Community Park
Undeveloped Open Space
1

Class A Service Level
Turf:
Mowing to be performed one time per week or as needed for special
events. Mowing height to be 1 ½ inches high.
Edging and weed eating to be done one time per week during the active
growing season of March through October, and once per month from
November through February.
Weed control to be done as necessary year round for control of warm and
cool season weeds in turf.
Fertilizing to be done a minimum of two times per year for proper health
of turf areas. Amount of fertilizing shall be recommended for Bermuda turf
and Winter over seed grass.
Aerating to be done one time per year and overdressed with soil
amendment.
Shrub Beds:
Pruning of shrubs to be done two times per year as needed depending on
species to keep a neatly maintained appearance and size. Native grasses
and feather grasses shall be pruned as needed.
Seasonal Color Beds:
All seasonal color beds shall be maintained with a loose fiable high in
organic content as needed – depending on annuals/perennials.
Pest Control:
Pest Control shall be provided as observed and needed. Fire Ant control
needs to be done as necessary year round.
Tree Care:
Trees shall be monitored each year in winter months and pruned by a
qualified arborist.
Irrigation:
Irrigation system should be inspected and repaired on a weekly basis, as
needed.

Class B Service Level
Turf:
Mowing to be performed one time per week during normal league play
and twice for tournament play and during active growing seasons of
March through October. Mowing height to be 1 ½ inches high.

2

(Class B Service Level continued)
Edging and weed eating to be done one time per week during the active
growing season of March through October, and once per month from
November through February.
Weed control to be done as necessary year round for control of warm and
cool season weeds in turf.
Fertilizing to be done a minimum of two times per year for proper health
of turf areas. Amount of fertilizing shall be recommended for Bermuda turf
and Winter over seed grass.
Aerating to be done one time per year and overdressed with soil
amendment.
Shrub Beds:
Pruning of shrubs to be done two times per year as needed depending on
species to keep a neatly maintained appearance and size. Native grasses
and feather grasses shall be pruned as needed.
Seasonal Color Beds:
N/A
Pest Control:
Pest Control shall be provided as observed and needed. Fire Ant control
needs to be done as necessary year round.
Tree Care:

Trees shall be monitored each year in winter months and pruned by a
qualified arborist.

Irrigation:
Irrigation system should be inspected and repaired on a weekly basis, as
needed.

Class C Service Level
Turf:
Mowing to be performed one or two times per year or as needed for
special events.
Edging and weed eating to be done, as needed around structures or
parking areas, one time per week during the active growing season of
March through October, and once per month from November through
February.
Weed control to be done as necessary.
3

(Class C Service Level continued)
Shrub Beds:
N/A
Seasonal Color Beds:
N/A
Pest Control:
Fire Ant control as needed around pedestrian areas, restroom, etc..
Tree Care:
N/A
Irrigation:
N/A

Class D Service Level
Turf:
Mowing to be performed one time per year or as needed for safety
measures.
Aerating to be done one time per year and overdressed with soil
amendment.
Shrub Beds:
N/A
Seasonal Color Beds:
N/A
Pest Control:
N/A
Tree Care:
N/A
Irrigation:
N/A

4

